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Ministry Leadership Team Guide 

ReThink One - September 7-27, 2009 

 
 

Overview for September 7-27, 2009 

 

Week One ς September 7-13, 3009        Page 3 

Adults/Youth 

Theme:  We are created to receive and give care. 

Verse:   Genesis 2:25 

Message: Sunday, September 13, 2009 

Readings:  

September 7: Genesis 1:1-2:3 

September 8: Genesis 2:4-25 

September 9: Genesis 3 

September 10: Genesis 4:1-16 

September 11: Genesis 4:17-5:32 

 

Children 

Toddlers: In the beginning, God created me   Genesis 1:1 

Pre K/K: DƻŘΩǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ      Genesis  1 Genesis 1:1 

Elementary: God created us for Him, for His creation, & each other Genesis1-3 Genesis 1:26,  

2:15, 17-18, 

 

Week Two ς September 14-20         Page 20 

Adults/Youth 

Theme:  DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ 

Verse:  Genesis 9:9 

Message: Sunday, September 20, 2009 

Readings: 

 September 14: Genesis 6:1-8 

 September 15: Genesis 6:9-7:23 

 September 16: Genesis 7:24-9:7 

 September 17: Genesis 9:8-17 

 September 18: Genesis 9:18-29 

 

Children 

Toddlers: Noah built an ARK    Genesis 6:14 

PreK/K:  God remembered Noah    Genesis 6-9 Genesis 8:1 
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Elementary: Noah followed God    Genesis 6-9 Genesis 6:8 

 

Week Three ς September 21-27       Page 27 

Adults 

Theme:  God Complex     Genesis 11 

Verse:  Genesis 11:4 

Message: Sunday, September 27, 2009 

Readings: 

 September 21: Genesis 10 

 September 22: Genesis 11:1-2 

 September 23: Genesis 11:3-4 

 September 24: Genesis 11:5-9 

 September 25: Genesis 11:10-32 

 

Children 

Toddlers: The people build a tower  Genesis 11:4 

PreK/K:  God scatters the people   Genesis 11  Genesis 11:8 

Elementary Only God is God    Genesis 11  Genesis 11:4 
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Weekly Plans 
 

Week One 

Adults 

Theme:  We are created to receive and give care. 

Verse:   Genesis 2:25 

Message: Sunday, September 13, 2009 

Readings:  

September 7: Genesis 1:1-2:3 

September 8: Genesis 2:4-25 

September 9: Genesis 3 

September 10: Genesis 4:1-16 

September 11: Genesis 4:17-5:32 

 

Children 

Toddlers: In the beginning, God created me   Genesis 1:1 

Pre K/K: DƻŘΩǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ      Genesis  1-2:3 Genesis 1:1 

Elementary: God created us for Him, for His creation, & each other Genesis1-3 Genesis 1:26,  

2:15, 17-18,  

Youth Small Groups 

 

Adult Small Groups 

 

Message Points 

Opening: I Corinthians 1:11-14 

In the beginning God 

God created this World 

God created humans who lived unashamed 

 Related to God 

 Accepted responsibility for Creation 

 Cared for each other 

/ƘƻǎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

God graciously moved humans out of garden to recognize choice 

Humans chose to continue moving east 

 

Daily ReThink 

 

Monday, September 7, 2009    The Point 
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! ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ L ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ t¢! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

my bravest or one of my most stupid decisions I ever made.  Actually it was not a bad year and me and 

ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳΩǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ȅŜŀǊΦ  hƴŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L Ǝƻǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƻŦŦ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ 

in the midst of planning our major fundraiser of the year when one committee requested input from the 

general PTA board regarding a change they were considering making.  The change turned out to be fairly 

controversial and a very lively discussion ensued.  To attempt to draw an end to the heated discussion I 

called for a vote.  It was at this point that the representative from this committee interrupted to remind 

me that they had just wanted input from the general PTA but that they were not asking us to make the 

decision.  I immediately remembered that this was a decision that this committee had the authority to 

make, I had completely missed the point of the discussion.  Thankfully I was reminded of the reason for 

the entire ordeal. 

 

It is very easy to miss the point and therefore get completely off track.  That seems to happen a lot in 

Christian interactions.  When writing the church at Corinth, the apostle Paul addressed this tendency.  In 

I Corinthians 1:10-17 Paul reminds the church to stay focused, to remember what is important. Paul tells 

the church that is essential that we always stay with the point. 

 

Christians spend a great deal of time discussing and arguing about matters that are not really the point .  

The first chapter of the Bible is one of those areas that we often times get way off point.  We dispute 

our interpretations of the Chapter One creation account and we often times even base our salvation and 

relationship with Christ and the Holy Spirit on what we believe about creation.  It is an argument that 

even goes beyond the Christian community. We become hostile at a world that does not believe how we 

do in regard to the origins of the universe.  We discredit the very science that we listen to when it comes 

to the health of our loved ones and even ourself. 

 

While there is validity in spending time focusing and understanding the order and meaning of the 

creation, when it comes down to it, the real point of the first thirty-four verses of the Bible can be found 

in the first four verses; Lƴ ¢ƘŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ DƻŘΧΦ 

 

 He was there before any of creation.  He was there before our creation.  He was there before our 

ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΧΦŀƴŘ IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǿΦ 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ мΥм-2:3 

 

Tuesday, September 8, 2009   Relationship Basics 

 

When Andrea and I were first married we attempted to sit down and divide household responsibilities 

for each of us. We had toilet cleaning, clothes washing, cooking, and finances all divided up in addition 

ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ǘŀǎƪǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭ !ƴŘǊŜŀ Ǝƻǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭŜ ƻŦ ǳƴƻǇŜƴŜŘ ōŀƴƪ 

statements and suggested that possibly she should handle the finances.  Then, one day she recognized 
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that her white shirts were all now a reddish pink color so then she suggested that I should stay away 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΧΦΦŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦ  L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀǎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƛŦǘŜd to me however 

none actually come to mind at this time.  Almost sixteen years later we are an almost well oiled 

machine.  I know to stay away from the washing machine and Clorox, and Andrea has learned that there 

are actually some things that I am able to accomplish.  We have learned the things that we can do plus 

the things that we can do to help the other. 

 

It works well, we work, we assist, and we respect. 

 

The second chapter of Genesis provides a problem for those who want to look at the first chapter of 

Genesis in a scientific way.  But, even for those who hold to this view, it is possible to still understand 

ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ  /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

responsibilities, provisions, and boundaries placed on humans.  Whether you believe that chapter two is 

an account of man that takes place after the first five days of creation, or if you see it as an additional 

ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ, and with His 

creation. 

 

As you read through chapter two you see: 

2:4-7  God created us to care for the earth but also to relate to and be cared for by God, 

ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ άIƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜέΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ 

creation. 

2:15-17 God gave man the choice to respect God as God, or to place self as God. 

2:18 God gave man a helper, someone to care for him and to care for.  God have us others to 

relate to and with. 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ReThink Reading: Genesis 2:4-25 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, September 9, 2009   On My Own 

 

There is a great scene from the eighties Cosby Show where son Theo has decided that he does not need 

to be concerned with education. He tells his dad that he can just get a job and he will be fine on his own.  

Dad is visibly in disagreement with this decision and joins Theo in his room to discuss this life course.  He 

begins to ask him how much money he is going to be able to make at the job that he has chosen.  Then, 

after establishing an income amount, Cosby begins to give Theo a lesson in reality as he slowly takes 

away money from the monthly income as all the bills and other expenses are considered.  By the end of 

the lecture, Theo is without any money and has found himself in the hole.  It does not take long for him 
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to realize that the real world is not quite as easy as he had decided when sitting in the comfort and 

ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

 

Adam and Eve faced this same situation but not in a humorous way when they chose to step outside of 

DƻŘΩǎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΦ  DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ 

as well, a choice to declare God as their God or to step away.  They chose to step away, they chose to 

say that they could make it without God, they chose to make themselves their own God.  They soon 

ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ άƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ 

 

Eve chose to listen to the serpent and then Adam chose to listen to Eve.  Both, Adam and Eve, were 

responsible for their own regrettable choices.  Both chose to turn their backs on God and say they did 

ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ DƻŘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΦ  DƻŘ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

never understand that they did need God, as long as they remained in the garden.  They had chosen to 

turn from God, to turn from their responsibilities to God and His creation, and their responsibility to 

each other.  They had to leave the garden to understand reality. 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ о 

 

Thursday, September 10, 2009   Heading East 

 

A couple of years ago we packed up the van, loaded up the kids and headed to Little Rock, Arkansas for 

a soccer tournament.  Because of school and work, we got a late start on a Friday and did not hit the 

area of Little Rock until late that night after dark.  This was also before we had the portable, or non-

portable, GPS systems so we were relying completely on our ability to follow a map, a reliance that has 

always proved to take us onto shaky sand.  Andrea had gotten on the internet and downloaded a map 

and then we also had a map provided by the team manager, both did not serve to help us.  This was not 

the fault of the maps, we are both extremely navigationally challenged.  We hit Little Rock and turned 

on all the roads that the map seem to direct but we soon realized that we seemed to be getting rapidly 

further and further from civilization, at least civilization that played competitive soccer.  It seemed that 

the more we tried to find the hotel, the more we tried to fix our situation, we ended up getting further 

from where we needed to be.  Pretty soon we discovered that we were in the middle of a concrete plant 

that seemed to be fairly fortified.  There was barbed wire all around us, search lights brightly pointed at 

us, and locked gates everywhere we looked. Somehow, the  Anthony tactical force had managed to 

penetrate this guarded fortress.  We finally got ahold of the team manager who assured us that where 

we were sounded nothing like the hotel where the team was staying.  She handed the phone to her 

hǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƳŀǇ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǇΦ  άDŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΣέ 

was about all he knew to tell us.  We did manage to get out and to the team hotel before the kickoff 

time of the game the next day but it was not without a great deal of trauma and concern.  
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Going the wrong way is like that, the more you go the further you seem to get from where you need to 

be. 

 

This is a truth of humanity, it has been a truth Adam and Eve.  In Genesis 3:24 we see that when Adam 

and Eve were driven out of the garden they headed east.  Life after that seemed to be a constant 

ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŜŀǎǘΣ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΦ  Lƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŦƻǳǊ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ !ŘŀƳ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜΩǎ ǘǿƻ ǎƻƴǎ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 

bicker until Cain ends up killing Able.  As a result, Cain heads futhŜǊ ŜŀǎǘΣ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

that God ever left Cain, it was Cain that was on the run from God.  Sadly, we will see that this was a 

mark of mankind. 

 

Where are you headed? 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ReThink Reading: Genesis 4:1-16 

 

Friday, September 11, 2009    No End 

 

The controversy of the presidential years of Andrew Jackson, 1829-1837, makes the presidents of the 

last century seem somewhat tame.  He was controversial even before he moved to Washington when he 

married a divorcee who was not yet truly divorced from her first husband.  Jackson fought in a recorded 

thirteen duels, most over the reputation of his wife. In one of these duels he killed his opponent.  His 

wife died shortly before he took office and when he moved into the White House the Washington elite 

were horrified by the rowdy parties and people that moved in with him.  Jackson got high marks for 

some of his domestic economic policies and for the fact that he is credited for holding the union 

together during a fragile period.  However, many of his other actions are considered horrific, such as the 

removal of the native Americans from their homelands to Indian Territory, and the inaction toward the 

rights of women or toward the freedom of the slaves.  He loved people and his house was seldom 

without longterm guests, but at the same time he was a man who seemed to have a certain disregard 

for many groups of people. His actions toward these people left a long lasting curse that in many ways is 

still felt today.  He also was a man without any family future.  While he was still married, he and his wife 

were unable to have children.  It was thought that this would be an end to the Jackson family as he was 

the last male.  They were able to adopt two sons, one died but one went on to continue the family 

name.  JŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

nation, some good, many bad.  In truth, his heritage is what he did and what he did not do, but it is even 

more what he left behind.  His son, and then future generations, have the opportunity to be the heritage 

of Andrew Jackson.  They have the opportunity to accomplish that which was not accomplished by their 

Presidential ancestor. 

 

Adam faced the same type of dismal heritage.  Not much is heard about Adam or about his actions 

following the removal from the garden, possibly because of his self-perceived hopeless heritage.  Adam 

made a choice that removed him from relationship with God, then, one of his sons killed the other.  The 
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future must have seemed hopeless.  He surely looked at his own choice and his own turning from God 

and attributed the state of his family to himself.  He most likely longed for something better for his 

family and the future.   God did then give him another son, Seth, who does not seem to carry the same 

hopeless characteristics of remaining son Cain.  Adam must have sensed a dash of hope in the life of 

Seth, a seed of possibility.  However, as we look at the lineage we see little of interaction with God.  It is 

not until Genesis 5:21 that ǿŜ ǎŜŜ 9ƴƻŎƘ ǿƘƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ άǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦέ 

 

Even though Adam made bad decisions, decisions that changed the course of his family and his world, 

ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƻǇŜΦ  CǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ άǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘέΣ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ 

influence came a people who were in the lineage of the Messiah, Christ.  Even as Adam stood in a land 

without hope, he was a man who never knew the mighty hope that he held. 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ReThink Reading: Genesis 4:17-5:32 

 

Elementary Lesson Plan 

Theme:   God created us for Him, for His creation, and for each other 

Focus Passage:  Genesis 1-3 

Primary Verses:  Genesis 1:26, 2:15, 2:17-18 

Resources Needed: Bibles 

Butcher Paper, Crayons, Tape 

   Adequate copies of Resource 1A 

   Two sacks full of good and bad food choices 

   Personal Journals 

   Pens or pencils 

Teaching Plan: 

1. Opening Activity (5 minutes):  As students enter direct give them each a crayon and 

direct them to the butcher paper on the wall where they are to draw pictures of as 

many of the things they can think of that God created. 

2. Thinking Game (8 minutes): Divide the class into groups of threes (adapt according to 

the overall size of the class).  Give each group the stack of papers(resource 1A), each 

paper lists (resource 1)  the created things from each day of creation as detailed in 

DŜƴŜǎƛǎ мΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ άƎƻέ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛsts in order from day one to day 

7 (papers do not say what day it is). When a group is finished they will all sit down and 

quietly inform teacher that they are finished.  If teacher verifies that the group is correct 

they are finished, if not they have to go back to list. As groups complete activity they are 

allowed to assist other groups. 

  1. Night and Day 

2. Water and Sky 

3. Land, Plants, Trees, Vegatables, Fruits 

4. Sun, Moon, Stars 
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5. Fish, Birds,  

6. Land Animals, Man, Woman 

3. Teaching (12 minutes):  

Opening Question: ά²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜΚέ  !ƭƭƻǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ a brief time to give their 

answers.  

Group Work: Using the same groups as the opening game (unless behavior warrants a 

need to make quick changes) ask groups to look up the Primary verses and determine 

why God created what He did and what did he tell the created to do and not do.  After 

groups have completed group work have them share, write different answers on dry 

board. 

  Bible Investigation:  

   DƻŘΩǎ aƻǾŜ 

a. Genesis 1:26:  God created humans to relate to and care for them.  God 

ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ  ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ όCŀǘƘŜǊΣ {ƻƴ ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘύ 

ŎǊŜŀǘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƳŀƎŜΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ 

for us to chose to follow God and allow Him to care for us. 

   b. Genesis 2:15: God created humans to care for His creation.  

c. Genesis 2:17: God gave humans a choice to love God, a choice to permit 

God to be God.  Do not eat of this tree.  Do not make yourself your own 

God. 

d. Genesis 2:18: God have humans other humans to help us live and 

survive; to care for.  I will make a helper suitable for him. 

   aŀƴΩǎ aƻǾŜ 

a. Bad Choice Game:  Place two bags in front of the students.  Tell them 

that they are each going to get a treat, but that some of the treats are 

not so good as others.  Have them come up to the front one at a time as 

you stick your hand in both bags grabbing an item  in each hand keeping 

it hidden from the student (try to have one be a good treat and one a 

bad treat).  Give the student a choice if they want the treat from bag A 

or bag B.  As each student chooses have the class say if it was a good or 

bad choice. 

b. Remind the class that we often are faced with choices to make, only 

they are not hidden in a paper bag, we can clearly see the full choice.  

!ǎƪ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊ ōŀŘΚέ 

   c. Read Genesis 3:6.  Ask the students what choice Adam and Eve made. 

d. !ǎƪ ά²Ƙȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ōŀŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΚέ  Take students back to Genesis 2:17 

and teach them that Adam and Even not only disobeyed God, they also 

told God they did not need Him.  They decided that they were as smart 

as God. 
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e. Inform class that because man chose to be his own God, then the true 

God had to allow man to realize that he actually needed God to be his 

God.  In order to do this Adam and Eve had to leave the garden and 

learn how to survive on their own. 

4. Journals (5 minutes) 

Introduce Journals to the students, have them write their name on the journal so it will be easy 

to locate next week.  Then, have each student turn to the second page of the journal and write 

or dǊŀǿ ŀ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ  IŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿǊƛǘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

bottom of the page.  Collect journals after students are finished. 

5. Prayer (1 minute) 

 Close in prayer.  If time remains after prayer permit students to play games quietly. 

 

 

PreK/Kindergarten  Lesson Plan 

Theme:   DƻŘΩǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 

Focus Passage:  Genesis 1-2:3 

Primary Verses:  Genesis 1:1 

Resources Needed: Bible 

Playdough or Clay 

   Pictures or stuffed characters or objects representing each day of creation 

Journal 

Teaching Plan: 

1. Opening Activity (10 minutes): Have children sit at table and give them each some 

ǇƭŀȅŘƻǳƎƘ ƻǊ ŎƭŀȅΦ  DƛǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ άŎǊŜŀǘŜέ ǿƛǘƘ 

the clay.  As a child gives their idea have everyone take their clay and create that thing, 

then have everyone show the class what they created.  

2. Understanding Discussion (3 minutes): !ǎƪ ά²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŎǊŜŀǘŜΚέ Σ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŀǎƪΣ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜΚέ Φ  ¦ǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀny 

things that only God can create. 

 3. Teaching (10 minutes):  

Bible Basics : Open up the Bible to Genesis 1 and explain to class that this is the story of 

how God created the world. 

Creation Stomp:  Around the room have the pictures and/or stuffed objects that 

represent the various days of creation.  As the kids watch, walk to each item in order of 

its creation day telling the kids about the creation. 

1. Night and Day 

2. Water and Sky 

3. Land, Plants, Trees, Vegatables, Fruits 

4. Sun, Moon, Stars 

5. Fish, Birds,  
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6. Land Animals, Man, Woman 

After explaining the creation items and order tell the kids that you are going to call out a 

day and the created items.  As you tell the items the kids are to run and stomp by the 

items or pictures.  If kids begin to catch on just say the number of the day and see if they 

can remember this (it may be a bit advanced for this age however). 

It All Began: Have kids line up all the pictures and stuffed items in order of creation and 

then add a paper to the beginning of the liƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎ άDh5έΦ  !ǎƪ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΣ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΦ  {ǘǊŜǎǎ άLƴ ǘƘŜ 

ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ DƻŘέΦ  

 

4. Journal (5 minutes): Explain and distribute the journals to each child.  Have them put their name 

ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŀƎŜΦ  ²ǊƛǘŜ άDƻŘΩǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘǊŀǿ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

 

 

Toddlers  Lesson Plan 

Theme:   DƻŘΩǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 

Focus Passage:  Genesis 1:1 

Primary Verses:  Genesis 1:1 

Resources Needed: Bible 

Playdough or Clay 

   Resources 1B 

   /ƘǳǊŎƘ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ /ŀƳŜǊŀ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƪΩǎ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ 

   Big sack of Pictures or stuffed characters representing each day of creation 

Journal 

 Activity Options 

1. IŀǾŜ tƭŀȅŘƻǳƎƘ ƻǊ /ƭŀȅ ŀǘ ǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ  9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ άŎǊŜŀǘŜέ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΦ  ¦ǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŎǊŜŀǘŜέΦ 

2. Give each child a copy of Resource 1B and have then color paper with all the 

things that they like best.  While they are coloring take a face picture of each 

child then have assistant print picture out which is then glued to the middle of 

the paper. 

 Bible Story 

1. Have children gather in circle on the floor. You hold the sack in your lap and ask 

if any of them have a guess what is in the sack.  After a few answers are shared 

begin pulling out the pictures and stuffed animals and have the kids yell out 

what they are. 

2. After all pictures and objects have been pulled out of the sack go back and take 

ƻƴŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƻǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎΚέΦ  ¸ƻǳ 
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Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ άŎǊŜŀǘŜŘέΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƛǘŜƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ Ǝƻ 

ōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎŀȅ άDƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΧΧΦέ 

3. Open the Bible and show children Genesis 1.  Explain that this is the where it 

explains how God created everything. 

4. Ask the children who made them.  After several answers tell them that God 

created them also. 

 Pray 

  Say a prayer thanking God for creating the world and each child in the room. 

 Journal 

IŀǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŘǊŀǿ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΦ  ²ǊƛǘŜ άDƻŘ 

/ǊŜŀǘŜŘ aŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ  ¢ŀƪŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƻ 

prohibit them from writing on other pages. 

 Free Play 

  Permit children to play creatively in the room during the remaining time. 
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Resource 1A Creation Game 

Night and 

Day 
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Resource 1A Creation Game 

Water  

and  

Sky 
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Resource 1A Creation Game 

Land, Plants, 

Trees, 

Vegatables, 

Fruits 
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Resource 1A Creation Game 

Sun, 

Moon, 

Stars 
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Resource 1A Creation Game 

Fish, 

Birds,  
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Resource 1A Creation Game 

Animals,  

Man, 

Woman 
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Resource 1B God Created Me! 

God Created 

 

 
 

Me! 
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Week Two 

Adults 

Theme:  DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ 

Verse:  Genesis 9:9 

Message: Sunday, September 20, 2009 

Readings: 

 September 14: Genesis 6:1-8 

 September 15: Genesis 6:9-7:23 

 September 16: Genesis 7:24-9:7 

 September 17: Genesis 9:8-17 

 September 18: Genesis 9:18-29 

 

Children 

Toddlers: Noah built an ARK    Genesis 6:14 

PreK/K:  God remembered Noah    Genesis 6-9 Genesis 8:1 

Elementary: Noah followed God    Genesis 6-9 Genesis 6:8 

 

Youth Small Groups 

 

Adult Small Groups 

 

Message Points 

The Story of the Ark is a Hint of Eternity with an Address to Present Physical Life 

Call for the Ark reveals the Boundaries of God (Man unrepentant) and the Compassion of God 

Journey of Ark reveals the Care of God for Creation and the Disdain of God for Choice of Created 

Life in the Ark is Evidence, Test, and Proof of Faith of Man and God (Unknown time in ark, God did not forget) 

 wŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ !Ǌƪ ƛǎ 9ŀǊǘƘƭȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ aŀƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ όIŀƳΩǎ ǎƛƴύ 

 

Daily ReThink 

 

Monday, September 14, 2009   Finding Favor 

 

L ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ [ŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ .ŜŀǾŜǊΦ  L ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά.ŜŜǾŜέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

eventual fessing up.  I also enjoyed neighbor Eddie Haskell who was ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ άǎǳŎƪ ǳǇέΦ  9ŘŘƛŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴŜǎǘ 

torment to poor Beaver but once an adult walked into the room he would quickly become the most polite and sweet 

young man that ever existed on the planet.  I am not sure that I ever saw an episode where BŜŀǾŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŦŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ 

9ŘŘƛŜΩǎ ǎǳƎŀǊȅ ŘŜŎŜǇǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǳǇΦ  IŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǎ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ŀǎ ǎƛƴ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪƴŜǿ 

that he was going to act like a saint as soon as the parents walked into the room.  You have probably known people like 

this in your life, it is possible that you have been this person at some point in your life.  Such an act seldom goes 

undetected, the lack of sincerity is most always recognized for what it truly is. 
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On the other hand you have hopefully known people who were sincere in their sweetness.  They truly did care for others 

and truly did put others interest in front of their own. These type of people stand out, these type of people are soon 

recognized.  They may not receive fame and celebrity but those close to them know their true and genuine character 

because of the way they live their life. 

 

This is what God saw in Noah, a truly good man who was sincere and genuine in all he did.  God knew Noah not because 

of the things he did and said but because of the relationship Noah had with God.  What makes this all the more notable 

ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άƎƻƻŘέ 

by God.  Genesis 6:1-8 says that in a time when everyone was evil, Noah was not.  Noah found favor with God.   

¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ άŦŀǾƻǊέ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŘ DƻŘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ bƻŀƘ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜ ƘƛƳΦ 

 

It was not a holy act, a religious lifestyle, that caused God to notice Noah.  It was not an attempt on the part of Noah to 

άǎǳŎƪ ǳǇέ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊΦ  bƻŀƘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŦŀǾƻǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƘƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŦŀǾƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

world.  While everyone else was chasing after the lusts and desires of the world, Noah chose to follow God.  One can 

ƻƴƭȅ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ άōƻǊƛƴƎέ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ DƻŘΦ 

 

What is your choice? 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ сΥм-8 

 

Tuesday, September 15, 2009   God Revealed 

 

I often describe our youngest daughter Lily, as a cherub face with a sweet attitude to match.  Our other children 

constantly accuse Andrea and I of never getting after her; the truth be known we seldom have reason to reprimand her.  

It is a joke at our family meetings, when we are having to individually address behavior issues, that when we get to Lily 

she sits there with a smile and we have nothing negative to say.  The other children will begin to protest and say that it is 

unfair, but they are also unable to give us any hard evidence of anything against her.  All the while she keeps her smile 

on with a hint of offense in her eyes.  I am smart enough to also see the great promise of an Oscar winning actress.  

Although she is a sweet little thing, she does have quite a bite.  It is possible to get her to the breaking point which is a 

place you do not want to be.  Most recently, while we were on our summer family vacation, Caleb experienced that 

point of no return.  He, Lily, and Andrea had ended up in the garden area of the Hermitage in Nashville, TN.  During the 

trip Lily had assumed the role of photographer, this is mainly because no other Anthony can remember that we even 

own a camera until after the picture taking opportunity is past.  While in the garden, Lily spotted a beautiful spot of 

flowers that she thought would make a nice self-portrait for her facebook page.  Before Andrea could push the button, 

brother Caleb jumped in the shot making the goofy older adolescent brother face.  Without moving an inch, without 

losing her smile or sweet look, Lily hauled off and backhanded him in a way that he has yet to forget.  Caleb has the 

ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ [ƛƭȅΩǎ ŘŀǊƪ ǎƛŘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ  [ŀǎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

tree, Lily was again brought to the backhand moment by brother Caleb , a moment that put him out of commission for a 

small part of the day.  Such times bring out the full character of sweet little Lily. 
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We all have those genuine defining moments, moments where the events around us bring out a part of us that is not 

always visible.  Not that this side is always bad, but it is seldom seen. 

 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ bƻŀƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌƪ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ōƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ 

is truly a fairly dark story telling of the demise of many men, women, and children, plus animals and lifestock.    It is a 

tragic story of a tragic time due to the tragic choices of all but one man.  It reveals a great deal about God.  Up to the 

point in history we have seen God discipline bad choices but never to this extent.  Those choices even involved murder. 

 

The story of Noah and the Ark is also a telling revelation for us of the redemptive nature of God.  God saves Noah and his 

family as well as a representative segment of the rest of creation.  God, even in His disgust, does not decimate all of His 

creation.  He has compassion. 

 

How does this match up with your image of God? 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ сΥф-7:23 

 

Wednesday, September 16, 2009   Life Proof 

 

In the mid eighties I spent a summer as a back-packing instructor.  Two of the weeks of that summer were spent in the 

beautiful mountains of California just a short distance from Yosemite.  One of the groups that I taught included a group 

of girls from whaǘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά±ŀƭƭŜȅέΣ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǿƘŀǘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƛƳŜΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά±ŀƭƭŜȅ DƛǊƭǎέΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άLΩƳ ǎƻ ǎǳǊŜΧΦέ ŀƴŘ άƭƛƪŜΣ 

ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅΧΦέΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏlass I did not see a lot of hope.  I was so sure that these girls would not make it that 

when I planned our actual backpacking trip I chose a path and overnight location that would give the group as little 

challenge as possible.  I felt that my judgmental assumptions had been confirmed when, on the day we were to set out 

for our camping site, these girls showed up wearing dresses.  They were giggling and flirting with the boys and had very 

άƴƻƴ-ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪƛƴƎέ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎks, which proved to be an extra challenge with the 

dresses, the girls were still laughing in between complaining about the weight of the packs and the dread of having to 

ǎƭŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ άŘƛǊǘȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ōŀƎǎέΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ path my impression did not 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǇƭŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ άƴƻƴ-ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪƛƴƎέ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŜŘΦ  L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ 

ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊΧΦƛŦ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΗ  aƛŘ-way through the evening after we had 

finished our open fire cooked meal, a meal which did not exactly meet the standards of any of our Valley Girls, one of 

our groups discovered that they had set-up their tent on a yellow jacket nest.  Panic erupted as the yellow jackets began 

to attack ouǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǇŀƴƛŎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ƻǳǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ DƛǊƭǎΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ 

Florence Nightingale taking care of the wounded and comforting the panicked.   After the attack ended they move tents 

to a safer location and made sure that everyone was alright. It was amazing!  The hike home the next morning was a 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŘŀȅΩǎ ƘƛƪŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ DƛǊƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŎǊŀȊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƭƭȅΣ 

they still had dresses on, they had brought dresses to change into in the morning, but the attitudes of everyone, 

especially myself, were completely different.  The experience with the girls had revealed much about them that we had 
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been unable to see because we had so prejudged their behavior by an untrue standard.  Their lives, in drastic 

circumstances, proved who they were and those of us who judged them by their appearance and surface behavior were 

able to give testimony to that fact. 

 

Circumstances and trials often prove who we really are.  Sometimes they prove that we are something that we wish we 

ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  bƻŀƘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !Ǌƪ ǿŀǎ 

such a time; a time when those around were able to see how true the faith of Noah truly was.  Noah took his family on 

the Ark without any indication of how long they would be inside this floating fortress.  For one-hundred and fifty days 

we are told the waters rose.  Can you imagine?  It must have been tempting for Noah, and his family, to begin to think 

that they had been forgotten by God.  But, not only did he trust, once their became evidence that the waters were 

descending, Noah still waited.  Scripture tells us when Noah did go not out until the ground was actually dry.  There had 

to be pressure from his family, who had to be going stircrazy by this time, to get out, but still he waited on God.  Then, 

once out he worships God, he does not think of self, he thinks of God.   

 

Noah, in the time of trial, definitely revealed who he was.  This was not an accident, Noah had been standing firm long 

before the flood, or before the Ark.  He had stood strong in God when it was not only not the thing to do but it was the 

cause of ridicule, still he had stood. That is how we stand, we do it and then we can do it more.  It is a lot like running a 

marathon race, we cannot do it all at one time but as we train and prepare we find that we can do much more.  What 

are you training for? 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ тΥнп-9:7 

 

 

Thursday, September 17, 2009    Promise 

 

¢ƘŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ άŘŜŀƭǎέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ !ƴŘǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŜȅŜ ƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 

ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŎƻǊǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǊƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŘŜŀƭέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

Anthonȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ άŦŀƛǊέ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜΦ  bƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ōŀŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ŧŀƛƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ άōǳǘ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘέ ǿƘŜƴ 

either parent attempts to put a halt ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŘŜŀƭέΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ άŘŜŀƭέ ƛǎ ƴƻ άŘŜŀƭέ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

commitment to what has been done no matter how mistreated one party may feel. 

 

ά5Ŝŀƭǎέ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ άŘŜŀƭǎέ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ the transaction.  In the first 

άŘŜŀƭέ ƻǊ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΣ ƻǊ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ DƻŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ IƛƳ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ Iƛǎ άŘŜŀƭǎέ ǎŜƭŘƻƳ ŘƻΦ  IŜ 

had made promises to individuals before but this is the first time he is talking to a group, actually even to us, in a 

ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ bƻŀƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΦ  !Ŏǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

God saying what is to be.  In making this covenant God reveals His attitude toward the people that follow Him.  He 

reveals His patience and love. 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ фΥу-17 
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Friday, September 18, 2009   aŀƴΩǎ 9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ 

 

One of the television shows that you will frequently find showing at the Anthony household is the Nickelodeon teen 

ŎƻƳŜŘȅ άL-/ŀǊƭȅέΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǿ ƛƴǾƻlves a young girl named Carly who has a popular internet show which she puts on with 

the help of two of her friends.  One of these friends is her best friend, a tomboy named Sam.  In one episode Carly is 

determined to help Sam get a date with a guy she has a crush on.  To do this, Carly is convinced that Sam needs to be 

more ladylike.  Carly set out to turn Sam into Samatha, a daffodile.  Sam does a fairly good job of becoming a feminine 

daffodil, limiting the food she digs out of the trashcan and resisting the temptation to get into a fight with the new 

school bully in the hallway at school.  Eventually, the real Sam comes out and she ends up tackling the bully after school 

right in front of the guy she was so trying to impress.  Carly finds it impossible to turn Sam into something that she is 

not, eventually Sam is going to come out. 

 

The story of Noah and the Ark is a clear depiction of this fact.  Our natural self is going to come out.  Sin is a natural to 

humans and eventually humans are going to give into the temptation.  Even in the story of Noah, shortly following the 

ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƪΣ bƻŀƘΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ IŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŀƴΣ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƛƴΦ  {ƻƳŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

that this sin was one of disrespect, others, however think it was something much more heinous in that Ham actually 

engaged in an immoral act with his then drunk father.  Whatever the act, it was clearly sin.  Amazingly, an act of sin just 

after Ham had seen the consequences of sin played out in the lives and death of everyone and everything he knew 

outside of family!  The lesson learned in this tragic situation is that we, as humans, ultimately cannot save ourselves.  

God can lead us to save ourselves in earthly situations but when it comes to eternity, we have no personal ability. 

 

bƻŀƘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ ŀ ŎǳǊǎŜ ƻƴ /ŀƴŀŀƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ IŀƳΩǎ ǎƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ 

(Canaan) and all those who follow.  We often see this in families as adults take on the characteristics and nature of the 

parent.  Often times this is reflected in abusive or addictive behavior as well as insecurities and instability. It is a cycle 

that is difficult to break.  Ham was the beginning of this for his descendants.  Sons Japheth and Shem are blessed with 

Shem receiving the blessing that is later seen as him being the line of the Messiah.  

 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ !Ǌƪ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

eternity.  Following and obeying God is an act for now, trusting God is an act for our eternity. 

 

Note: One cannot read this section of the Ark story without wondering about the drunkenness of Noah, especially as we 

remember the teaching in Ephesians 5:18 to stay away from drunkenness.  Much like a parent teaches a child as the child 

grows, God has been teaching all of humanity as we have grown. 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ фΥму-29 

 

Elementary Lesson Plan 

Theme:   Noah followed God  

Focus Passage:  Genesis 6-9 
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Primary Verses:  Genesis 6:8 

Resources Needed: Bibles 

Aluminum Roast Pan filled with Water 

   Cardstock 

   Seay Video 

Journals 

Pens or pencils 

Teaching Plan: 

1. Opening Activity (5 minutes):  Give students a piece of cardstock and have them fold it to make a boat.  

Have a contest between boats in the roast pan of water.  Following the activity ask ά²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ ǎƻƳŜ ōƻŀǘǎ 

Řƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΚέΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ōƻŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƭƻŀǘǎ ǿŜƭƭΚέ 

2. Thinking Game (10 minutes): Ask the students to give all the facts they know about the ark that Noah 

built.  If weather permits, to outside to the north pasture (use gate in back, do not walk near road).  

Walk students to the middle of the pasture and have then look from the road to the back fence and then 

from the south to the north fence.  Explain that this is basically how much space there was on each level 

of the Ark.  It was more narrow and so it was longer but this is the basic space.  With this in mind, ask 

the students what they would think it would take to build such a boat, reminding them of the fact that 

they did not have the tools we have now. After activity return to classroom. 

3. Teaching (12 minutes):  

Opening Question: ά²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ DƻŘ ƘŀǾŜ bƻŀƘ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ !ǊƪΚέ  !ƭƭƻǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

answers.  

Bible Investigation:  

a. Have students open their Bibles to Genesis 6:1-7.  Have one student read the passage and then 

ask: 

 1. How did God feel about the humans?  Why? 

 2. Why had the humans acted the way that they did? 

3. Why do you think that this made God more sad than the other bad things the people 

had done before this time? (the people now did not care, they were unrepentant). 

  b. Now, ask students why God did not chose to destroy Noah and his family.  Read Genesis 6:8. 

   1. ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ bƻŀƘ άŦƛƴŘ ŦŀǾƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ DƻŘέΚ όIŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ DƻŘύΦ 

2. What would have made following God difficult? (No one else followed God, probably 

made fun of by others). 

3. Why do you think God felt that Noah could build the boat? (He had already done what 

God said in all other times in his life). 

  Bible ConnectΥ {Ƙƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘ {Ŝŀȅ ±ƛŘŜƻ ά{ǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ CŀƛǘƘέΦ 

4. Journals (5 minutes) 

Distribute journals and have each student turn to the third page of the journal and write or draw a depiction of 

ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ  IŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿǊƛǘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ  /ƻƭƭŜŎǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎ 

after students are finished. 

5. Prayer (1 minute) 
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 Close in prayer.  If time remains after prayer permit students to play games quietly. 

 

 

PreK/Kindergarten  Lesson Plan 

Theme:   God Remembered Noah 

Focus Passage:  Genesis 6-9 

Primary Verses:  Genesis 8:1 

Resources Needed: Bible 

Boat or Canoe 

   Paper and crayons 

Journal 

Teaching Plan: 

1. Opening Activity (10 minutes): Have children sit in boat and have them pretend to be paddling the boat 

across a giant lake.  While they are pretending ask them what they feel, smell, and see from the boat 

while out in the water.  Ask them if they think they would get tired in the boat if they were in it for a 

long time.  

2. Understanding Discussion (3 minutes): !ǎƪ ά²Ƙƻ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ōǳƛƭǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƳƻƳ ƻǊ ŘŀŘ 

built somethingΚέ Σ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŀǎƪΣ ά²ŀǎ ƛǘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘΚέ Φ  Use this to begin to tell them that 

ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ōƻŀǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǊƪΦ  ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ǿŀǎ 

bigger than two football fields. 

 3. Teaching (10 minutes):  

Bible Basics : Open up the Bible to Genesis 6:8 and tell them that God chose Noah to build the Ark 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ bƻŀƘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅŜŘ DƻŘΦ  άDƻŘ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ bƻŀƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ŀǎ DƻŘ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

Noah had always followed God. 

Filling the Ark:  Next show the children Genesis 6:19 and explain that God had Noah bring his family into 

the ark and two of every animal.  Give children papers and crayons and have them draw two of all the 

animals they can think of and place them into the ark. 

Setting Sail: After children have filled the Ark with the animals, read Genesis 7:1 and tell them to get into 

the boat with all the animals.  As they are in the boat ask them what things they think that Noah and his 

family did while they were in the Ark (feed and care for the animals, etc.).  Then tell the children that 

Noah, his family, and the animals were in the boat for almost two hundred days! 

Getting Out: Read Genesis 8:1 to the children.  Emphasize that even though they were in the boat for a 

long time, God did not forget them. 

 

4. Journal (5 minutes): Distribute journals to children and then have them turn to the ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇŀƎŜΦ  ²ǊƛǘŜ ά¢ƘŜ !Ǌƪέ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘǊŀǿ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

 

Toddlers  Lesson Plan 

Theme:   Noah Built an Ark 

Focus Passage:  Genesis 6:14-21 
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Primary Verses:  Genesis 6:14a, 19 

Resources Needed: Bible 

Pillows 

Journal 

Crayons 

 Activity Options 

1. Place pillows on the ground to act as your boat.  Have children sit on the pillows pretending to 

be on a boat.  Have the boat go fast and over waves.   

2. Have children sit in a circle and name all the animals they can think of.  Tell children that today 

we will learn about a man who built a boat for all those animals. 

 Bible Story 

1. If weather permits, walk children to the field on the immediate south side of the building.  Walk 

the children from one end to the other.  Explain to the children that the boat, or Ark, that Noah 

built was bigger than the field you just walked across. 

2. Return inside and open up Bible to Genesis 6.  Show children verses 14a and 19.  Tell children 

how God asked Noah to build a boat for him and his family and two of each of the animals. 

3. Tell children that Noah built the Ark, boat, because he followed God 

 Pray 

  Say a prayer thanking God for ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ bƻŀƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ. 

 Journal 

Have each child draw a picture of an animal and a boat on page three of their ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΦ  ²ǊƛǘŜ άbƻŀƘ .ǳƛƭǘ 

an Arkέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ  ¢ŀƪŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ 

writing on other pages. 

 Free Play 

  Permit children to play creatively in the room during the remaining time. 

 

 

Week Three 

Adults 

Theme:  God Complex  

Verse:  Genesis 11:4 

Message: Sunday, September 27, 2009 

Readings: 

 September 21: Genesis 10 

 September 22: Genesis 11:1-2 

 September 23: Genesis 11:3-4 

 September 24: Genesis 11:5-9 

 September 25: Genesis 11:10-32 

 

Children 
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Toddlers: The people build a tower  Genesis 11:4 

PreK/K:  God scatters the people   Genesis 11  Genesis 11:8 

Elementary Only God is God    Genesis 11  Genesis 11:4 

 

Youth Small Groups 

 

Adult Small Groups 

 

Message Points 

Moving East 

Leaving God Behind 

Creating Self as God 

DƻŘΩǎ wŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘ 

 

Daily ReThink 

 

Monday, September 21, 2009   Eastward Anarchy 

 

When I lived in Colorado Springs I felt like it was a huge city, except for Denver, it was the largest community in the area.  

I lived on the northeast edge of town with the mountains to the west and not much except rolling prairies to the east.  

When I moved from the area in August of 1991 you could almost see to Kansas when you looked to the east of my house 

as there was virtually no development whatsoever.  A couple of summers ago I revisited the area and was shocked to 

find that my house was no longer anywhere near the east edge of town.  I drove around and soon discovered that I 

could not even begin to identify where I was as there had been such an unbelievable building surge in the area; a surge 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀΧƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴŀǊŎƘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ 

as far as you could see, it was just roof after roof after roof.  It appeared as if the city had just rapidly oozed east 

engulfing every inch and acre of land as it went along. 

 

Remember East?  We first saw East when God sent Adam and Eve out of the garden, they were placed East of the 

garden.  God put guards on the east side of the garden so that Adam and Eve could not reenter.  God placed them East 

so that they could begin to realize where they needed to be, instead they just headed further East.  Remember Cain?  He 

killed his brother Able and then where did he go?.....East.  Instead of heading back he went further and further from the 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΣ ǘƻ ōŜΦ  bƻǿΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ IŀƳΩǎ ǎƛƴΣ 

following the blessing on Japheth and Shem, we still see mankind heading East.  As mankind progresses and leaves the 

area of the Ark, mankind begins to ooze East.  Mankind is not necessarily following or even seeking God, mankind is 

taking care of self with no mindset toward God.  Mankind is in anarchy.  Mankind is headed East.  

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩs ReThink Reading: Genesis 10 

 

Tuesday, September 22, 2009   Come Together 
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Around 1969 Beatle John Lennon, with the assistance of fellow Beatle Paul McCartney, wrote a song to further the 

campaign of Timothy Leary who was running against Ronald Reagan for the office of Governor of the state of California.  

[ŜŀǊȅΩǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŘƛŘ ƴƻt last long as he was soon sent to prison for the use of marijuana.  The song was then on the 

мфсф .ŜŀǘƭŜǎΩ Abbey Road Album.  The call of the song is for people to come together around Leary and against Reagan 

although neither men are listed by name in the song.  Negative imagery is used to paint an unflattering picture of 

Reagan while Leary is portrayed as a man who can bring the people together at a time when people were not coming 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ άŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ 

values; it was a call to allow a man to lead in a way that was in direct opposition to many of the voters.  It was actually 

the same call we get in most political elections even today. 

 

Coming together around a person is always a risk.  Once we decide to totally buy into a person or a group of people we 

risk leaving behind what we truly believe.  That is always true unless that person is Christ. 

 

Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ ммΥм-2 we see the people that had been moving eastward, away from the Garden, away 

from the Ark, and away from God suddenly decide to come together. In Genesis 10 we had seen the migration and 

expansion in an almost tribal fashion that had taken place since the curse and blessing of the sons of Noah.  Now they 

had decided to come together.  The problem was that they were coming together based on themselves, based on their 

own ability and their own wisdom, God was not in it or at the center of it. 

 

What is bringing you together? 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ Reading: Genesis 11:1-2 

 

Wednesday, September 23, 2009   Bricks 

 

One Sunday night, when I was in first grade, my family was traveling back to our home in Sapulpa, Oklahoma from a 

weekend outing.  As we entered the east side of Sapulpa we were about to pass by a local brick plant, a small plant on 

the side of the road where bricks were fired and made, when we saw a large driverless semi-truck rolling backwards 

toward the plant.  The plant had open brick firing kelms exposed and obviously about to be hit by the truck.  Before we 

could make any effort to notify the authorities the truck slammed into the plant destroying much of the work that had 

been and would be done there.  The bricks that were meant to build were suddenly of no use or value to anyone. 

 

Over the years I have become much more aware of the value of bricks.  They have been used on every house I have lived 

in to some measure.  They serve to reinforce, to provide privacy, to enhance aesthetics, and permit the builder to build a 

structure out and up.  Bricks are an essential part of the building process for most buildings and structures.  They are 

often even used on walls that are meant to protect or divide people.  Bricks are a positive or a negative aspect 

depending upon which side you stand. 
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Bricks are also an interesting feature in the Bible.  When Moses was attempting to gain the freedom of the slaves, 

Pharoah used bricks to thwart the efforts of Moses.  Pharoah insisted that the people make more bricks with less 

resources in an effort to turn the people against the campaign of Moses.  In Genesis 11:3-4 we see the bricks being used 

ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ ŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ 

decided that they not only do not need God but that they themselves are God.  They are using bricks to prove this point 

as they build a structure that they are sure will prove their divinity to the world.  They have decided that they are the 

center of their universe.  They are building to prove themselves. 

 

Years ago I had an area banker telling me about a friend who had recently built a large mansion.  It was a beautiful 

house and the banker could not help but be impressed by the work of this friend.  While there was nothing wrong with 

the building of this house, this man had truly worked hard to earn the finances required, I was struck by the explanation 

of the massive building.  The banker told me that this friend had built this mansion in order to prove to everyone back in 

his home town of the success he had accomplished.  This structure was not built as a home for a family but as a symbol 

to those who had known him in the past. 

 

We all have the potential to try to use our bricks to build a structure that proves something to the world.  The folks in 

DŜƴŜǎƛǎ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀƴƪŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ 

 

What are you building?  Why? 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜading: Genesis 11:3-4 

 

Thursday, September 24, 2009   I Can Do Anything! 

 

The recent attention on Michael Jackson following his death has brought to our attention the human element that is 

true even for celebrities.  It is common practice for those that are high profile celebrities to seem to get away with 

anything they want.  Over the years we have seen Jackson in court for supposed violation of laws that would horrify us if 

it was most anyone else but we are often able to ignore the transgressions of celebrities. We make jokes about their 

lives, we often even hope they will face reality, but we seldom are really shocked when they seem to get away with 

murder.    Ultimately, however, even celebrities are unable to escape all the consequences of their actions.     

 

When God saw the attitude of the people and their potential to accomplish whatever they set their minds to as we saw 

yesterday in Genesis 11:3-4 it became apparent that the people had become victims of the this same celebrity mindset.  

God said, in Genesis 11:5-9 that the people could now do anything as long as they worked together.  This would seem a 

good thing except that they were doing everything apart from God.  While, from a humanistic viewpoint this may seem 

good, God recognized that as long as they accomplished apart from God they would never see the need for God.  The 

people would continue to move further east, away from God, without any realization of their need for God.   That would 

be until it was too late, until reality hit hard.  God recognized that they were headed to the same ultimate place that the 

people, apart from Noah, were before the flood; a place where there was no ability or potential to recognize God.  As 
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long as we are totally self-reliant apart from God we have no need for God.  It was at this point that God scattered the 

people.  

 

What are you dependent on? 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜading: Genesis 11:5-9 

 

Friday, September 25, 2009  Dependent Independence 

 

Reishee Sowa grew tired of trying to live independently on land so he did something crazy, he built he own self-

sustaining island in Mexico. His island is made up of 250,000 empty soda bottles.  He has a solared powered house, eight 

cats and a dog, a guest room and pretty much everything needed to survive.  He found that once he created a place 

independent of the land he was able to survive independently.  Well, somewhat independently, he still has others for 

advise and relationship, he still has to live by the rules of the land, and he still is often at the mercy of the weather.  

Living independent is usually that way, there is a certain amount of dependence built in. 

 

As the people left the area of Shinar after the stoppage of the building of the tower of Babel they set out to be 

independent of each other.  In striving for this independence many soon discovered that they were actually dependent, 

dependent on each other and more importantly, dependent upon God. 

 

How independently dependent are you? 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜading: Genesis 11:10-32 

 

Elementary Lesson Plan 

Theme:   Only God is God 

Focus Passage:  Genesis 11 

Primary Verses:  Genesis 11:4 

Resources Needed: Bibles 

Pens or pencils 

Legos and other building blocks 

Resource 3a 

Dry board 

Small rubber balls and empty trashcan 

Journal 

Teaching Plan: 

1. Opening Activity (5 minutes):  Have a pile of legos and other types of building blocks in the middle of 

the room as students enter.  Challenge students to work together to build the greatest thing they build 

together in five minutes.  Following the five minutes ask the students what enabled them to build or 

kept them from building. 
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2. I Am The Greatest! (10 minutes): Give each student a copy of Resource 3A and a pen or pencil.  Give 

ǘƘŜƳ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ άǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘέΦ  IŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

they can do, their personality, that they have achieved/their accomplishments, their plans, etc.  After 

they have written down their answers take a moment to share then have group turn to dryboard and 

ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƳΣ άbƻǿΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŜƭǇΚέ  !ǎ ǘƘŜȅ 

think of answers write them on the dryboard.  Finish this section by emphasizing that we are not able to 

Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ άƎǊŜŀǘέ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦ 

3. Teaching (12 minutes):  

Bible Investigation:  

a. Review:  

1. Ask students to remember story of Noah and the Ark, particularly why God needed 

destroy all the people, animals, and plants except for Noah, his family, and the chosen 

animals? 

Emphasize the point that the people had completely turned their backs on God to 

wickedness. 

2. Return to the dry board and divide it into two sides.  Ask the students to remember the 

characteristics of God and humans as have been seen so far in the stories from Genesis.  

Have them remember the details from the Garden and from the Ark.  

3. Further Away Game.  Give students each a rubber ball and place them at a near distance 

from the trashcan.  Have student attempt to throw their ball into trashcan.  Students 

retrieve balls and then move them further from can and attempt to throw it into the can 

again.  Continue this progression away from can until it is impossible to successfully 

ǘƘǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴΦ  !ǎƪ ά²Ƙȅ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴΚέ  !ǎ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅΣ ŀǎƪ ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ DƻŘΚέ όōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ Ŧrom Him). 

  b. Only God is God 

1. Put students into groups of three and have them turn to Genesis 11:1-9.  Give students 

Resource 3B and have them complete questions.  After students have completed 

worksheet take time to share in class.  

2. Ask full class ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘΚέΣ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ  Use 

this to express to the students that the people had decided that they were their own 

God. 

3. bŜȄǘΣ ƭŜŀŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ά²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ DƻŘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ IŜ ŘƛŘΚΩ  9ƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ 

knew that if the people could do everything on their own they would continue to think 

that they did not need God until it was too late. 

4. Ask students to think how they, or their friends, live or act like they do not need God, or 

that they are their own God. 

  4. Journals (5 minutes) 
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Distribute journals and have each student turn to the fourth page of the journal and write or draw a depiction of 

ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ  IŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿǊƛǘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ  /ƻƭƭŜŎǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎ 

after students are finished. 

5. Prayer (1 minute) 

 Close in prayer.  If time remains after prayer permit students to play games quietly. 

 

PreK/Kindergarten  Lesson Plan 

Theme:   God Scatters the people 

Focus Passage:  Genesis 11 

Primary Verses:  Genesis 11:8 

Resources Needed: Bible 

   Different size balls 

   Masking Tape 

   Blocks 

Paper and crayons 

Journal 

Teaching Plan: 

1. Opening Activity (10 minutes): Create a circle out of masking tape on the center of the floor.  In the 

middle of the circle place all the balls except for one ball.  Have children take turns rolling the single ball 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ ōŀƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ άǎŎŀǘǘŜǊέ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΦ   

2. Remembering (3 minutes): Ask the children what they remember from the previous stories about Adam 

ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ bƻŀƘΩǎ !ǊƪΦ 

 3. Teaching (10 minutes):  

Bible Basics : Open up the Bible to Genesis 11 and tell them that the people had forgotten God. 

Building again:  Tell children that this story another story about building something big, like the Ark, only 

this time the people were not building because God told them to build.  Give the children the blocks and 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘΦ  ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ά{¢htέ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 

have to put their hands behind their backs and quit building. 

STOP: After you loudly say STOP and remind the children that they are to put their hands behind their 

backs, tell them that this is what God did when the people were building their big building.  Tell them 

that God stopped them from building because they had forgotten God. 

Scatter: Read Genesis 11:8, tell the children that when God stopped the children from building he then 

ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  wŜƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ άǎŎŀǘǘŜǊέ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ  

Play a game ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ά{¢ht ŀƴŘ {/!¢¢9wέ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘƻǇ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ 

different places in the room.  Tell children that God did this so that they would remember God. 

 

4. Journal (5 minutes): Distribute journals to children and then have them turn to the fourth ǇŀƎŜΦ  ²ǊƛǘŜ άGod 

Scattered the Peopleέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘǊŀǿ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

people.  
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Toddlers  Lesson Plan 

Theme:   The people build a tower 

Focus Passage:  Genesis 11:4 

Primary Verses:  Genesis 11:4 

Resources Needed: Bible 

Blocks 

Balls 

Masking Tape 

Journal 

Crayons 

 Activity Options 

1. Have blocks available for children to build a building.   

2. Make a circle in the middle of the room out of masking tape with balls inside circle.  Give 

children a ball and have them roll ball toward circle to see how many balls they can scatter 

outside of the circle. 

3. !ƭƭƻǿ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ άǎŎŀǘǘŜǊέΦ IŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ȅŜƭƭ 

ά{ŎŀǘǘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ ƻǇǇƻǎƛte sides of playground.  Then have them come back to 

you and do it again. 

 Bible Story 

1. Remind children of the Ark you talked about last week.  Ask children what they remember Noah 

ǘƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊƪΦ  wŜƳƛƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǘƻƻƪ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ bƻŀƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ the animals. 

2. Return inside and open up Bible to Genesis 11.  Tell the children the story of how the people 

tried to build a huge building and how God scattered the people. 

 Pray 

  Say a prayer thanking God for building taking care of the people. 

 Journal 

Have each child draw a picture of the building on page four ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΦ  ²ǊƛǘŜ άThe People Build a 

Buildingέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ  ¢ŀƪŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ 

writing on other pages. 

 Free Play 

  Permit children to play creatively in the room during the remaining time. 

  



35 Copyright (c) 2009  Rick Anthony (copyright does not include pictures or other externally credited items)

 
 

Resource 3A I  Am The Greatest 

I Am The 

Greatest! 
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Resource 3B Elementary Worksheet for Genesis 11:1-9 

 

Look at Genesis 11:1-9 and answer 

the following questions: 

 

What did the people do? 

 

 

 

 

What did God do? 
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Ministry Leadership Team Guide 

Month Two - September 28-October 25, 2009 

 
 

Overview for September 28-October 25, 2009 

 

Week Four ς September 28-October 4, 2009        Page 39 

Adults/Youth 

Theme:  OUR Promise 

Verse:   Genesis 12:1-3 

Message: Sunday, October 4, 2009 

Readings:  

September 28: Genesis 12-14 

September 29: Genesis 15-16 

September 30: Genesis 17-19 

October 1: Genesis 20-21 

October 2: Genesis 22-23 

 

Children 

Toddlers: God makes a promise Genesis 12:1-3  

Pre K/K: God keeps His promise Genesis 15:5-6 and 21:1  Genesis 21:1 

Elementary: God gives a new name Genesis 17   Genesis  17:5 

 

 

Week Five ς October 5-11, 2009         Page 75 

Adults/Youth 

Theme:  Surrendered Life 

Verse:   Genesis 33:4 

Message: Sunday, October 11, 2009 

Readings:  

October 5: Genesis 24-25:18 

October 6: Genesis 25:11, 19-26:33 

October 7: Genesis 26:34-28:22 

October 8: Genesis 29-33 

October 9: Genesis 34-35 

 

 

Week Six ς October 12-18, 2009         Page 87 

Adults/Youth 
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Theme:  Focus for Success 

Verse:   Genesis 45:4-8 

Message: Sunday, October 18, 2009 

Readings:  

October 12: Genesis 36 

October 13: Genesis 37-38 

October 14: Genesis 39-42:5 

October 15: Genesis 42:6-45:15 

October 16: Genesis 45:16-50:26 

 

 

Week Sevenς October 19-25, 2009         Page 98 

Adults/Youth 

Theme:  Big Picture 

Verse:   Exodus 2:23-25 

Message: Sunday, October 25, 2009 

Readings:  

October 19: Exodus 1-4:31 

October 20: Exodus 5-7:7 

October 21: Exodus 7:8-10:29 

October 22: Exodus 11-12:42 

October 23: Exodus 12:43-14:31 
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Weekly Plans 
 

Week Four 

Adults 

Theme:  OUR Promise 

Verse:   Genesis 12:1-3 

Message: Sunday, October 4, 2009 

Readings:  

September 28: Genesis 12-14 

September 29: Genesis 15-16 

September 30: Genesis 17-19 

October 1: Genesis 20-21 

October 2: Genesis 22-23 

 

Children 

Toddlers: God makes a promise Genesis 12:1-3  

Pre K/K: God keeps His promise Genesis 15:5-6 and 21:1  Genesis 21:1 

Elementary: God gives a new name Genesis 17   Genesis  17:5 

 

Youth Small Groups 

 

Adult Small Groups 

 

 

Message Points όǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ishmael-teshuvah ) 

Promise 

Movement 

Doubt 

Faith 

Promise 

 

Daily ReThink 

 

Monday, September 28, 2009    Promise 

 

Prior to the Oklahoma Land Run my ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ hƘƛƻ to the unknown of 

the land south of Kansas.  I donΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǾŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

wagon along with a bell, that now is in the possession of my cousin, and headed to Oklahoma.  They arrived at the 

northern border of what was about to be a part of the legendary landrun and set up camp.  Somehow they were able to 

get deed to the land prior to the landrun and began to settle on the creek just south of Stillwater, Oklahoma.  They 
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arrived full of hope and promise.  I am sure that as they set out on the journey, leaving family and friends, they left with 

dreams of great promise and even bigger fears of the unknown.   I cannot even imagine what must have gone through 

their minds as they looked out over the land that they had chosen as their own.  A land on a soggy creekbank, covered 

with dense trees and virtually no shelter.  I remember hearing stories of how they had to first set out cutting down the 

large trees by hand, one by one.  It was a lot of work, a lot of work that was preceeded by a giant promise.  A promise of 

ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘe promise would lead them 

but they chose to follow that promise and put in the work necessary to see the promise through. 

 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ Řŀȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴderstand that work often follows a promise.  We want an assurance, a guarantee, and 

then an easy ride.  We want to win a game show and find the new car waiting in our driveway, we want to win the 

lottery and be able to quit our job and retire on a sandy beach.  We want the promise without the work and definitely 

without the worry. 

 

Abram, later his name was changed to Abraham, was a man given a promise, a promise that extends to you and me.  He 

was also a man given a promise that was going to take work.  Loƻƪ ŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ мнΥм-3 and 

then look back at the work that is already included in that promise.  

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚ 

 

Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ work apply to you? 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ мн-14 

 

Tuesday, September 29, 2009   Major Movement 

 

One of our favorite activities each fall is to attend the Oklahoma State University Homecoming Walk-Around.  This 

annual Friday night celebration includes walking around to all the Fraternities and Sororities and other campus 

organizations and looking at the elaborate motorized decorations they have spent the entire semester, and a small 

fortune, constructing.  I have been attending this Friday night since I was a child and every year the crowds seem to 

increase at an amazing rate.  You start on a hill at one of the entrances of the walk where you look out and see bodies as 

far as you can your vision takes you.  You then grab all your children, and other loved ones that you hope to see again, as 

tightly as you possibly can and then you step into the crowd.  It is essential that you have a firm hold before you step 

into the crowd because once the current of the crowd begins to move you it is too late.  With loved ones in tow you 

begin to move, often at a slow pace, but you are moving.  As you move, if you are tall enough, you are able to see the 

displays, if you are not, which is most individuals, you try to go against the crowd and get over closer to see the 

decorations.  There are times when you realize that the crowd is not going the way you desire, the push and pull of the 

crowd is almost irressistable.  Going against the crowd is almost impossible, stepping out of the crowd is amazingly 

refreshing  once you succeed.  
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My son Caleb is in his first year of High School this year and almost daily comes home with tales of the hallways at 

passing time.  The first week, when he was still unsure of where he was going, he would tell of often finding the crowd 

had taken him somewhere he did not plan to go.  Crowds are tough not to follow. 

 

Abraham is a tale of choosing and not choosing the crowd.  The first we to see of Abraham is when God is tells him to 

pack up and move from his family and friends.  One can only imagine the comments and criticism he heard from the 

crowd.  He chose to step out of the crowd.  Later, when it did not seem that God was acting on His promise, Abraham 

faced the crowd of doubters, including his wife.  He chose to follow the crowd.  Crowds are that way, we can see that 

they are headed in the wrong direction, we can see that they are taking us to the wrong place, yet we still often step in 

and let them take us. 

 

Stepping out of the crowd takes a major movement.  Stepping out of the crowd requires fighting against the tide.  

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƛǎ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΚ 

 

What crowd are you allowing to lead you in the wrong direction? 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩs ReThink Reading: Genesis 15-16 

 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009  Not Forgotten 

 

In our last move Andrea spent weeks packing up the things that she did not want to lose.  This usually means that 

something is guaranteed to be lost, which is what happened.  She had a highly valued charm bracelet.  Not highly valued 

because of what it could gain financially but because of the sentiment attached.  On this charm bracelet were reminders 

of all the significant events in her life including our marriage and the birth of each of our children.  Once moved and 

unpacked it quickly became evident that the charm bracelet had not successfully made the move.  We searched for 

months before finally giving up.  One Christmas I attempted to replace the bracelet with another matching bracelet.  At 

least I thought it was matching, but it was not.  She was very sweet but you could tell this new bracelet did not take the 

place of the lost bracelet.  A couple of months ago Andrea found an old purse which she was going to discard but first 

decided to go through it.  There, in the bottom of that purse, was the missing bracelet.  We had attempted to find it, we 

had attempted to replace it,  we had even marginally forgotten it, but there it had been all along.  It was a wonderful 

discovery. 

 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊΣ ƻƴƭȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ  !ōǊŀƘŀƳ Ƙŀd attempǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ 

promise, he had even attempted to force it, he had even marginally forgotten it, but there it was.  God was just waiting 

for it, God had never forgotten it.  The promise to Abraham, the promise to us.  

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩs ReThink Reading: Genesis 17-19 
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Thursday, October 1, 2009    Grace 

 

In 1915 eleven year old Tommy Thompson thought it was the end of the world when his widowed dad abandoned him 

at the government run Sequoyah Indian Boarding School.  His dad, unable to care for little Tommy, had decided that he 

would have a better future at the school and he was probably right although at the time Tommy saw this as anything but 

true.  It was not only at the school that Tommy received a safe place to live, food to eat, and an education but it was also 

at the school that he found football.  His life was one of Grace opportunities, opportunities that were not expected but 

came and provided him a better future than would have otherwise been possible.  As a child he had suffered an injury 

that had left  him blind in one eye, but even this did not stop him from these Grace opportunities.   After leaving the 

school, thanks to football, he was able to go to college at the University of Tulsa.  Out of college he played football for 

the Pittsburgh Steelers and then the Philadelphia Eagles.  He was the starting quarterback for the Philadelphia Eagles 

1948 and 1949 NFL championship teams.  He not only received Grace opportunities, he also shared that same Grace.  

Following his career in the NFL he returned to the Sequoyah Indian School in 1947 where he worked as the football 

coach and the boys advisor.  Many of the boys later would tell stories of the extra time he gave the boys  usually putting 

in at least sixteen hours a day.  Most of the boys would also tell of how they would get in trouble and have to meet 

/ƻŀŎƘ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻŀǊŘέ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ of discipline Coach 

would ǎŀȅ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚέ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƻȅ another chance, even when they had 

just blown a previous chance. 

 

That is what Grace is, a chance when we do not deserve a chance; a chance when we just blew a previous chance.  The 

ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ plan of God and we also begin to 

understand the relationship God has with mankind.  Abraham gets chance after chance and still he seems to frequently 

blow it.  With each poor choice of Abraham, God is still standing there with another chance.  Abraham repeats a 

previous sin in Genesis 20 and then again in Genesis 21 yet we still see God keep the promise of a son.  How amazing is 

that?! 

 

Have you comprehended the Grace of God in your life? 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩs ReThink Reading: Genesis 20-21 

 

Friday, October 2, 2009    Testing 

 

We recently had a family meeting where Andrea was going over the coming week.  This meeting included information 

about some educational testing three of our kids would to be facing.  These were tests that are required, but do not 

count towards grades. The tests that take all day and make the day seem to take forever.  While, as parents, we are able 

to understand the merit of the tests, all the kids are able to see is a wasted day and an aching head.  They began to ask 

Ƴŀƴȅ ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻΧΦέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ is that if 

there is no grade the entire experience seems to be an activity in futility.  We gave up and just said they had to take the 

tests and they had to do their best.  That is the type of reasoning that makes a lot of sense to a kid, it is the type of 

reasoning that makes even less sense to an adult. 
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Abraham faced this type ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ DƻŘ Ǉǳǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ άƴƻ ƎǊŀŘŜέ ǘŜǎǘΦ  DƻŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ǘƻ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ Ƙƛǎ 

only son Isaac.  The son he had waited for, the son God had promised, the son that seemed to be the key to everything 

that God had told Abraham.  Still, God told Abraham to do it and Abraham, although hesitant, was willing to follow God.  

It was a test about placement and Abraham did pretty well.  Abraham took the test and did his best even though the 

entire experience did not make sense to Abraham.  In the end Abraham saw that God was faithful and God saw that 

Abraham was faithful.  It was a test that proved both, it was a test that placed both. 

 

How is your testing going? 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩs ReThink Reading: Genesis 22-23 

 

 

Elementary Lesson Plan 

Theme:   God gives a new name 

Focus Passage:  Genesis 17 

Primary Verses:  Genesis 17:5 

Resources Needed: Bibles 

   Personal Journals 

   Prepared Jeopardy Game 

Two Suitcases 

   Various items of clothing, sheets, blankets, etc.  for packing (too many for suitcase) 

   Dry Board/Markers 

   Resource 4A 

   Pens or pencils 

Teaching Plan: 

1. Opening Activity (5 minutes):  Divide class into two teams and play a game of Jeopardy as a review of 

the first three weeks. Go through the first three lessons and pick out ten questions based on points 

covered and comprehended.  Use the game to make sure that the major points have been covered. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΗ 

2. Thinking Game (8 minutes): Using the same groups as used for the review game give the groups their 

pile of packing items and their suitcase.  Challenge the groups to pack everything into the suitcase.  Give 

groups one minute make a plan and then three minutes to pack.  After the time is up ask groups what 

was involved in the packing and what made it difficult.  Ask students to think about what it would 

involve for them to have to move.  Ask what they would be leaving and what they would want to make 

sure they took with them.  Open Bible to Genesis 12:1 and tell students how the story of Abraham, a 

very important figure in the Bible, begins.  God tells Abraham to move, move away from his home and 

his family.  Discuss with the children what it must have been like for Abram and Sarai (names changed 

later) to move and leave their home and family.  Also discuss that they did this because they were 

following God. 
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3. Teaching (12 minutes):  

a.  ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ bŀƳŜΚέ  - Give each student a piece of colored paper and have them write 

their name in capital letters down the side of the paper.  Then, have them make an 

acrostic using each letter to describe themselves.  After they complete their name 

acrostics allow for sharing.  Talk about how our name often tells people about us.  Have 

students look at Genesis 17:5 and 17:15, discuss why God gave Abram and Sarai new 

names (have students look for the reasons in the remaining verses of chapter 17 for the 

answers). 

b. New Name/New Promise ς On dry board have the students brainstorm the names of the 

characters they have seen in the Bible stories so far in Genesis.  With each names ask 

the students what they can remember about those people.  Ask them also what they 

can remember about how those people related to God.  Have students look at Genesis 

12:1-3 and discuss how God related to Abram/Abraham.  What made this relationship 

different than the others?  What was going to be special/significant about Abraham?  If 

time permits take a moment to share with the students about how Abram was very old 

at this time and that he had no children. 

c. Trusting Trials and Triumphs ς Use Resouce 4A to depict the overall story of Abraham.  

Time will probably not permit you to actually turn to each segment of the story but you 

can tell them each aspect as you put the papers on the wall in order.  Make sure to 

ǎǘǊŜǎǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

     God promises Abraham a family.   Genesis 12:2 

Abraham gives away his wife to safe his skin! Genesis 12:10-20 

Abraham doubts God.     Genesis 15:2-3 

DƻŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ΧΦŀƎŀƛƴΗ   Genesis 15:4-5 

!ōǊŀƘŀƳ Řƻǳōǘǎ DƻŘ ΧΦŀƎŀƛƴΗ   Genesis 16 

God promises Abraham w/name change.  Genesis 17 

IŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛŦŜ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜ Ƙƛǎ ǎƪƛƴ ΧΦΦŀƎŀƛƴΗ  Genesis 20 

God gives Abraham a son.    Genesis 21 

God tests Abraham with Son.    Genesis 22:1-2 

Abraham follows and trusts God.   Genesis 22:3-19 

 

4. Journals (5 minutes) 

Distribute journals and have each student turn to the fourth page of the journal and write or draw a depiction of 

ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ  IŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿǊƛǘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ  /ƻƭƭŜŎǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎ 

after students are finished. 

5. Prayer (1 minute) 

 Close in prayer.  If time remains after prayer permit students to play games quietly. 
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PreK/Kindergarten  Lesson Plan 

Theme:   God keeps His promise    

Focus Passage:  Genesis 15:5-6 and 21:1 

Primary Verses:  Genesis 21:1 

Resources Needed: Bible 

Resource 4B 

Two Suitcases 

   Various items of clothing, sheets, blankets, etc.  for packing (too many for suitcase) 

   Rubber Ball 

   Pictures of babies 

   Poster Board 

   Glue Sticks 

Journal 

Pens/Pencils 

Teaching Plan: 

1. Opening Activity (5 minutes): Begin with a review time by having children look at the three pictures 

provided in Resource 4B. Ask the children to look at the pictures and identify the story and remember as 

many details as they can. 

2. Understanding Discussion (10 minutes): Split the class into two groups or have them work as one group 

depending upon size of class.  Give each group a suitcase and stack of packing items and tell the groups 

to pack everything into the suitcase.  When the time is up ask groups what was involved in the packing 

and what made it difficult.  Ask students to think about what it would involve for them to have to move.  

Ask what they would be leaving and what they would want to make sure they took with them.  Open 

Bible to Genesis 12:1 and tell students how the story of Abraham, a very important figure in the Bible, 

begins.  God tells Abraham to move, move away from his home and his family.  Discuss with the children 

what it must have been like for Abram and Sarai (names changed later) to move and leave their home 

and family.  Also discuss that they did this because they were following God. 

3. Teaching (10 minutes):  

Bible Basics : Open the Bible to  Genesis 15:5-с ŀƴŘ нмΥм ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ 

comes from.  Explain to them that today we learn about a man named Abraham and his wife Sarah. 

a. I Promise Race ς Line children up in lines facing each other (if there is just two students have 

them stand across room facing or if just one student you face him/her across room).  Give one 

ƭƛƴŜκǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀ ǊǳōōŜǊ ōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άL ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀƭƭέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 

go to the other line/person and give them the ball and then stand in that line.  Tell students that  they 

Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ όάƘƻǇ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƭŜƎέΣ άŎǊŀǿƭ 

ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǳǊǎέΣ ŜǘŎύΦ  hƴŎŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ the other person then they do the same back 

to the other line (if just two students then have them return across room and do activity from the first 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǇƻƛƴǘύΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǎƪ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ άǇǊƻƳƛǎŜέ 

is.  Show them that God made a promise to Abraham (Genesis 15:5-6) that he and Sarah would have a 
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baby.  Explain that this promise was hard to believe because they were very old at the time and had no 

children. 

b. God Keeps His Promise ς Place the poster board in front of children and write the word 

άtǊƻƳƛǎŜέ ƛƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘΦ  !ǎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ 

!ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ {ŀǊŀƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ нмΥмΦ  !ǎƪ  ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ DƻŘ ŘƛŘΚέ  !ǎ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ άDƻŘ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ōŀōȅέΣ ǘŜƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ {ŀǊŀƘ ŘƛŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŀōȅ ōƻȅΦ  

{ƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴ άLǎŀŀŎέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 

had their baby because they were so happy.  Have children glue the pictures of the babies around the 

ǿƻǊŘ άtǊƻƳƛǎŜέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ōƻŀǊŘΦ 

 

4. Journal (5 minutes): Distribute the journals to each child.  Have them turn to the fourth ǇŀƎŜΦ  ²ǊƛǘŜ άGod keeps 

His Promiseέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘǊŀǿ a picture of the story of Abraham.  

 

 

Toddlers  Lesson Plan 

Theme:   God makes a promise Genesis 12:1-3 

Focus Passage:  Genesis 12 

Primary Verses:  Genesis 12:1-3 

Resources Needed: Bible 

Playdough or Clay 

   Resources 4B  

   Suitcase and items for packing. 

   Small toy items 

   Baby Doll 

Journal 

 Activity Options 

1. Have students look at pictures from Resource 4B and remind them of the stories that you have 

already told. 

2. Gather children around open suitcase and pile of packing items (clothes).  Have them pack the 

suitcase while telling them how Abraham and Sarah packed to move to a new place. 

3. tƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜ DŀƳŜΦ  DƛǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŀȅΣ άL ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ 

ȅƻǳέΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻȅΦ   ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǇǊƻmise is doing what you say you 

will do. 

 Bible Story 

1. Have children gather in circle on the floor. You hold the baby doll in your arms and ask children 

ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎΦ  ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ōŀōȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

promise. 

2. !ǎƪ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ 

names tell them that this baby is named Isaac because it made his parents laugh.  Ask what 
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makes them laugh.  Tell them that this baby made them laugh because they were so happy that 

God made them a promise. 

3. Open the Bible and show children Genesis 12.  Explain that Abraham and Sarah wanted a baby 

very bad and God promised that He would give them one.   

 Pray 

  Say a prayer thanking God for His promises. 

 Journal 

Distribute journals to students and turn to page four.  Have students draw a picture of Abraham and 

Sarah with their son Isaac.  Take books from students as they finish to prohibit them from writing on 

other pages. 

 Free Play 

  Permit children to play creatively in the room during the remaining time. 
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Resource 4A Trusting Trials and Triumphs 

Abraham 

gives away 

his wife to 

safe his skin! 
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Resource 4A Trusting Trials and Triumphs 

He gives 

away wife to 

safe his skin 

ΧΦΦŀƎŀƛƴΗ 
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Resource 4A Trusting Trials and Triumphs 

God 

promises 

Abraham a 

family. 
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Resource 4A Trusting Trials and Triumphs 

God 

promises 

Abraham  

ΧΦŀƎŀƛƴΗ 
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Resource 4A Trusting Trials and Triumphs 

Abraham 

doubts God  

ΧΦŀƎŀƛƴΗ 
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Resource 4A Trusting Trials and Triumphs 

God 

promises 

Abraham 

w/name. 
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Resource 4A Trusting Trials and Triumphs 

God gives 

Abraham a 

son. 
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Resource 4A Trusting Trials and Triumphs 

God tests 

Abraham 

with Son. 
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Resource 4A Trusting Trials and Triumphs 

Abraham 

follows and 

trusts God. 
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Resource 4A Trusting Trials and Triumphs 

Abraham 

doubts God.  
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Resource 4B Review Pics 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e1/Brueghel-tower-of-babel.jpg
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Resource 4B Review Pics 
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Resource 4B Review Pics 

 

  

http://z.about.com/d/space/1/0/X/e/gpn-2000-001138.jpg
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Week Five ς October 5-11, 2009 

Adults/Youth 

Theme:  Surrendered Life 

Verse:    

Message: Sunday, October 11, 2009 

Readings:  

October 5: Genesis 24-25:18 

October 6: Genesis 25:11, 25;19-26:33 

October 7: Genesis 26:34-28:22 

October 8: Genesis 29-33 

October 9: Genesis 34-35 

 

Children 

Toddlers: God wants me to share.        Genesis 33:4 

Pre K/K: Selfishness hurts others and me.      Genesis 25:29-34 

Elementary: Selfishness places great barriers in our relationship with God and others.  Genesis 25-33 

  

Youth Small Groups 

 

Adult Small Groups 

 

Message Points 

A Self-Focused Life Leads us to: 

 Do Whatever to Get Whatever 

 Give Up Whatever to Gain Whatever 

 To Lose Everything 

A Surrendered Life Leads us to: 

 See God Work 

 Face Our Past 

 Let Go and Enjoy 

 

Daily ReThink 

 

Monday, October 5, 2009    Staying Put 

 

One lesson Andrea and I learned early on as parents is that our kids have to have sufficient sleep (this was learned right 

after we learned that we had to have sufficient sleep). When Caleb was an infant I rationally figured that if he did not 

sleep much during the day he would sleep better at night; it did not take me long to discover the fallacy of my thought 

process.  As they became toddlers I once again assumed that if they were exhausted at night that they would fall to 

sleep more quickly; on this I was wrong as well.  The truth I have finally realized is that without enough rest, not only do 
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they not go to sleep, they also do not behave very well.  If all the Anthonys are rested all the Anthonys are much more 

tolerable.  This general rule is observed every night as we attempt to scurry all our kids to bed by a decent hour.   It 

often takes reminding, but if they get their sleep (if we get our sleep) everyone is in  much better mood the next day.  

School breaks are murder on this philosophy however.  It is hard to convince the kids that they still need to get to bed 

even if they do not have school the next morning.  Eventually we get out of our healthy sleeping habit and it is not long 

until it is the United Nations on a bad day at the Anthony household. 

 

Rules that are established to help us live are the same no matter what the circumstances or situations.  If it is healthy to 

wash my hands before dinner when I am at my house, it is also healthy to wash my hands when I am at the neighbors 

house.  If it is healthy to get enough sleep during the school year it is also healthy to get enough sleep during the 

ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ōǳǘ L Řƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǊǳƭŜǎΤ 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ just because I need to wash my hands, instead I still observe the rule of good 

hygiene and wash them at the neighbors. 

 

Abraham exhibits this understanding just before he dies.  He realizes that his son, Isaac, needs a wife but that it must be 

a wife that shares his believe in and about God.  He is in a land that does not know his God; a land where the people do 

not worship his God.  Abraham faces the dilemma of either returning Isaac to his home land where they share his God 

belief, he can compromise and permit Isaac to marry someone who does not have the same God  ,or he can send for a 

wife from his home land to join him in this new land.  Abraham realizes that if he is to send Isaac back home then he will 

be going away from the place and the promise that God has given him.   If Isaac is to compromise and marry outside of 

what he believes then he will ultimately wonder from God.  Abraham decides that he will not compromise what he 

knows to be best and true nor will he turn his back on where God has brought him.  He sends for a new wife from his 

home land; a wife who shares the same God, a wife who has the same center. 

 

Abraham stays where God has him but also keeps what God has taught him. 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ  DŜƴŜǎƛǎ нп-25:18 

 

Tuesday, October 6, 2009   Taking Care of Self 

 

άaƛǊǊƻǊΣ aƛǊǊƻǊΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΚέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ {ƴƻǿ ²ƘƛǘŜ 

repeatedly asks her magical mirror.  As long at the mirror responds that the answer is the queen, everything is fine.  

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƻŦ ά{ƴƻǿ ²ƘƛǘŜέ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴ ƎƻŜǎ ōŀƭƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ {ƴƻǿ ²ƘƛǘŜΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ 

ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎǊƛƳŜΚ  hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ƘŜǊ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΚ  ²ŀǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊǊƻǊΣ ƻǊ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ 

vanity, or was it a mixture of insecurity and self-focus?  

 

What was the immediate reaction of Adam and Eve after they had turned their back on God, after they had sinned?  

They immediately looked at themselves and wanted to hide; they were insecure and self-focused.  This is the natural 

consequence of sin, it is the natural result of living in a sinful world.  It is our natural tendency to be focused on 

ourselves and become progressively more and more insecure.  Whereas before their sin, Adam and Eve walked securely 
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in the garden with God, after they sinned they wanted to hide and were ashamed of their nakedness.  Look at the state 

of our fallen world, our focus is on self and we live in a constant state of insecurity.  Teens nearly kill themselves trying 

to get their body to gaƛƴ ǘƘŜ άȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǊŜǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭέ ƳŀǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜŜǊǎΦ  !Řǳƭǘǎ Řƻ ǘƘŜ 

same in a variety of avenues.  Then, when that status cannot be achieved, or we hit the maintenance stage, it is our 

tendency to bring others down so that we can at least be above them.  It is our nature to protect ourselves even if it 

means destroying others. 

 

Isaac pulled a self protection stunt when he followed the repeated example of his father and let his wife be taken in 

order to save his own skin.  Esau gives up the place that God had given him because he was hungry; he was taking care 

of himself and not considering anything or anyone else.  Sinful nature causes us to look first to ourself and to do so in an 

insecure fashion that leads us be able to consider only ourself. 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ  DŜƴŜǎƛǎ 25:11, 25:19-26:33 

 

Wednesday, October 7, 2009   Bypass Attempts 

 

Andrea and I have never really used the consequence of spanking with our kids.  Both grandmas made me feel about an 

inch high when I even mentioned spanking plus the kids themselves have made fun of my lame attempts at spanking. 

The main reason that we do not spank however, is that with our children it has never really proven to be an effective 

form of discipline. I guess the truth is that it just does not match up with our fashion of parenting.  However, one time 

when Caleb was still a toddler I was brought to the spanking brink.  One evening I was on an important phone call when 

he began running through the kitchen doing things he knew were forbidden and doing them at a decimal level which 

made it impossible for me to hear what was being said.  Numerous times during the call I asked him to act properly and 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǉǳƛŜǘΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ Ŝƛǘher.  Finally I excused myself from the conversation momentarily and informed Caleb that 

when I got off the phone call he would be getting a spanking as a consequence for his behavior. This seemed to calm him 

down somewhat for the remainder of my conversation.  When I hung up the phone it was obvious that Caleb 

remembered the approaching punishment.  He quickly got up from where he was sitting on the floor and began to limp 

back to his bedroom holding his bottom and moaning.  I quickly picked up on his attempt to make me think that he had 

already received his spanking.  He was attempting to escape his discipline, and the overall consequences of his 

disobedience, by pretending that he has already been properly corrected. 

 

The story of Jacob and Esau is yet another example of horrible human relations from our cultural and historical 

perspective.  While the actions of Jacob are inexcusable, the actions of Esau are offensive not only on an earthly level 

but on an eternal level as well.  He was a selfish and impulsive individual who was willing to sacrifice anything, including 

his God and family, for immediate satisfaction and gratification.  He was totally self-centered and could see nothing but 

his own instantaneous desires. He sold his birthright, a gift from God, to brother Jacob because of temporary hunger.  

He then married Canaanites, women outside of his faith, an action that had been prohibited by God through his 

grandfather Abraham, making life miserable for his parents (Genesis 26:34).  He ultimately lost Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŘǳŜ 

to the fact that he had so alienated his mother, his brother, and his God.  Next he set out to kill his brother Jacob.  It was 

then that he attempted to avoid the consequences and discipline of and for his actions; he went and married a woman 
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of the same God, a daughter of Ishmael.  The problem was that he was still in union with those who were opposed to 

God. 

 

We seldom escape the earthly consequences of our actions nor do we ever truly change as long as well are still holding 

on to the options of this earth. 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ  Genesis 26:34-28:22 

 

Thursday, October 8, 2009   Facing the Music 

 

My junior and senior year in college I lived with my grandmother out in the country.  Most of my classes took place in 

the morning and then I would head back to her house for the afternoon prior to my evening activities.  Each afternoon, 

just as I would arrive home, my grandmother would be sitting down to watch her two soaps, The Guiding Light and As 

the World Turns.  In the beginning L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ άǎƘƘƘƘέ ƳŜ 

when a crucial or, imagine this, dramatic part would be about to take place.  It was not long until I, much to her relief, 

dispensed of the small talk and just sat down to watch the two hours of love, hate, backstabbing, heartbreak, and other 

drama.  It was not long until I was hooked.  During the summers when I would be working away from a television I would 

periodically contact either my mother or my grandmother and casually ask them what was going on with the soaps; by 

switching who I contacted they were none the wiser as to my genuine interest and instead took it as a sarcastic jab at 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŘŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΧΦŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǘƻƭŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ  ²ƘŜƴ L ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ more difficult.  I chose to live in 

ǘƘŜ ŘƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ L ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŘƻǊƳ 

lounge area if I were to want to watch either of the shows.  I chose to abstain.  I remember one time walking down the 

hall to my room and overhearing a television set tuned to The Guiding Light, I almost turned back and entered the room 

but decided to resist.  My big mistake, however, was in the summer after my first year in seminary when I first met up 

with a team I was to be living and working with the entire summer.  We played a get acquainted game that involved 

telling an embarrassing fact about myself, I chose to disclose my soap opera problem, bad choice.  To this day, even now 

as I have not seen either of these shows in a couple of decades, this disclosure has come to haunt me.  I recently 

received a taunting email from one of the male staffers on my team that summer asking if I was going to survive now 

that The Guiding Light had been cancelled.  I had to think what he was talking about but soon realized that he was once 

again making fun of me about something I had hoped had been put to rest following that summer of 1984! 

 

Sometimes our offenses never go away.  Sometimes we are faced with them long after we have thought they have been 

put to rest.  Sometimes we just have to face up to our hidden shame. 

 

Jacob faced this with Esau.  He had run and hid but the time came when he had no choice but to return home and face 

the music.  It took a great deal of dependence upon God; it took a great deal of faith.  It was something that Jacob was 

convinced he could not do, but in the end he was surprised by what he could do.  He was even more surprised by all that 

God had been doing the whole time. 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜThink Reading:  Genesis 29-33 



79 Copyright (c) 2009  Rick Anthony (copyright does not include pictures or other externally credited items)

 
 

 

Friday, October 9, 2009    A Sticky Mess 

 

I recently spent an evening helping my two youngest children, Lily and Isaiah, prepare campaign posters for their 

upcoming student council election.  Lily is running for president and Isaiah is running for Vice President, we are 

attempting what can only be called a Political Dynasty in fourth and fifth grade politics.  I, being the campaign manager, 

ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻƎŀƴǎΥ άw9![[¸Η ǾƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ [L[¸ΗΣ ŀƴŘ ά5ǳŘŜΣ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅŀΩ ǾƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ LǎŀƛŀƘΗέΦ  L ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ 

Sarah had given us a call a year ago the white house may have different occupants right now.  Anyway, in making the 

posters we used the ever faithful spray glue.  We picked out appropriate background paper from Hobby Lobby, we 

ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ƻŦ ƎƭǳƛƴƎΧǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

headed to high office, they know how to delegate.  I have spoken of spray glue before, it is one of the wonders of the 

known world.  The only problem with spray glue is that if you use it too much at one time the spray cap tends to become 

fairly gummed up and then the person spraying tends to become extremely gummed up.  By the end of eight amazing 

campaign posters I could hardly pull my fingers off the spray button or even let go of the can.  Somehow my arms were 

sticky, my glasses were covered, and soon Andrea had forbid me from touching anything in the house.  Once you start 

messing with it, it starts getting you messy, and then once you are messy you begin picking up everything else that is 

messy. 

 

¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ WŀŎƻōΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴǘƻΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ƳŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ŧalse gods 

and religions and pretty soon they were a mess.  Finally God had to lead them to purge themselves of all the messy 

things they had allowed to gum up their life.  The things they had not really noticed one by one. 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜ¢Ƙƛƴƪ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ  Genesis 34-35 

 

Elementary Lesson Plan 

Theme:   Selfishness places great barriers in our relationship with God and others.  

Focus Passage:  Genesis 25-33 

Primary Verses:  Genesis 33:4 

Resources Needed: Bibles 

   Small Plastic Balls (in cabinet) 

   Masking tape 

   Pennies 

   Resource 5A 

Journals 

Pens or pencils 

Teaching Plan: 

1. Opening Activity (8 minutes):  .ŜƎƛƴ ōȅ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜƭŦ-/ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘέ DŀƳŜΦ bƻǘŜΥ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ 

students that this activity will require a lot of movement and excitement but that it is essential that 

everyone do it without loud noise as it can disturb the next room.  Split students into two groups, tell 

ŜŀŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ŀ άǎŜƭŦ-ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǎŜƭŦέΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ 




