Ministry Leadership Team Guide

ReThink ReThinkOne- September7-27, 2009

Life. Love. Relationship. God

Overviewfor September 727, 2009

Week Oneg September 713, 3009 Page 3
AdultgYouth

Theme: We are created toeceive and give care.

Verse: Genesis 2:25

Message: Sunday, September 13, 2009

Readings:

September 7: Genesis 1:2:3
September 8. Genesis 2425
September 9: Genesis 3
September 10:Genesis 4116
September 11:Genesis 4:1-6:32

Children
Toddlers: Inthe beginning, God created me Genesis 1:1
Pre K/K: D2RQa / NBFGAZ2Y Genesis 1  Genesis 1:1
Elementary: God created us for Hipfor His creation& each other Genesisi3 Genesid: 26,
2:15, 1718,
Week Twog September 1420 Page 20
AdultgYouth
Theme: D2RQ&a OFNBE O2yFANXSR
Verse: Genesis 9:9
Message: Sunday, September 20, 2009
Readings:
September 14:Genesis 6B
September 15:Genesis 6:9:23
September 16:Genesis 7:29:7
September 17:Genesis 9:47
September 18:Genesis 9:129
Chidren
Toddlers: Noah built an ARK Genesis 6:14
PreKK: God remembered Noah Genesi$-9 Genesis 8:1
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Elementary: Noah followed God

Week Three; September 2127

Adults
Theme: God Complex
Verse: Genesis 11:4

Message: Sunday, September 27, 2009
Readings:
September 21:Genesis 10
September 22:Genesis 11:P
September 23:Genesis 11:3
September 24:Genesis 11:8
September 25:Genesis 11:132

Children
Toddlers: The people build a tower
PreK/K: God scatters the people

Elementary  Only God is God

Genesis ® Genesis 6:8

Page 27
Genesis 11
Genesis 11:4
Genesis 11 Genesis 11:8
Genesis 11 Genesis 11:4




Weekly Plais

Week One

Adults

Theme: We are created to receive and give care.
Verse: Genesis 2:25

Message: Sunday, Septembér3, 2009

Readings:

September 7: Genesis 1:2:3
September 8: Genesis 2:425
September 9: Genesis 3
September 10:Genesis 4116
September 11:Genesis 4:15:32

Children

Toddlers: In the beginning, God created me Genesis 1:1

Pre K/K: D2RQa / NBFGAZ2Y Genesis 2:3 Genesis 1:1
Elementary: God created us for Him, for His creation, & each oth&enesisi3 Genesis 1:26,

2:15, 1718,
Youth Small Groups

Adult Small Groups

Message Poirg

Opening: | Corinthians 1:414

In the beginningsod

God createdhis World

God created humans who lived unashamed
Related to God
Acceptedresponsibility for Creation
Caral for each other

/ K2a$S 3FAyad D2RQa LXIFy> OK2aS (2 y2i NBf I

God graciously moved humans out of gardemgioognize choice
Humans chose to continue moving east

Daily ReThink

Monday, September 7, 2009 The Point




I O02dzLX S 2F @SIFN&BR 32 L F3INBSR (G2 aASNBS Fa tce¢! t N
my bravest or one of my most stupid dsions | ever made. Actually it was not a bad year and me and

Fff GKS Y2YQa KIFIR | LINBlGe &adz00SaatdzZ &SI N® hy S
in the midst of planning our major fundraiser of the year when one committee requesped from the

general PTA board regarding a change they were considering making. The change turned out to be fairly
controversial and a very lively discussion ensued. To attempt to draw an end to the heated discussion |
called for a vote. It was at thpoint that the representative from this committee interrupted to remind

me that they had just wanted input from the general PTA but that they were not asking us to make the
decision. | immediately remembered that this was a decision that this committeée¢heeauthority to

make, | had completely missed the point of the discussion. Thankfully | was reminded of the reason for

the entire ordeal.

It is very easy to miss the point and therefore get completely off track. That seems to happen a lot in
Christian interactions. When writing the church at Corinth, the apostle Paul addressed this tendency. In
| Corinthians 1:17 Paul reminds the church to stay focused, to remember what is important. Paul tells
the church that is essential that we always stayhwite point.

Christians spend a great deal of time discussing and arguing about matters that are not really the point .
The first chapter of the Bible is one of those areas that we often times get way off point. We dispute

our interpretations of the Chater One creation account and we often times even base our salvation and
relationship with Christ and the Holy Spirit on what we believe about creation. It is an argument that
even goes beyond the Christian community. We become hostile at a world thatrdadoelieve how we

do in regard to the origins of the universe. We discredit the very science that we listen to when it comes
to the health of our loved ones and even ourself.

While there is validity in spending time focusing and understanding ther @ml meaning of the
creation, when it comes down to it, the real point of the first thiftur verses of the Bible can be found

inthe firstfourverses, y ¢KS . S3AAYyyAy3a:I D2RX®

He was there before any of creation. He was there before our creatierwad there before our
ASLI NI GAZ2Y D | S 61 & GKSNB O0STF2NBX®PLIYR |I'S Aa (GKSNB

¢t2RIF2Qa wS¢KAY|l wBFRAYyIY DSySaia mYw

Tuesday, September 8, 2009 Relationship Basics

When Andrea and | were first married we attempted to sit down and divide househspansibilities

for each of us. We had toilet cleaning, clothes washing, cooking, and finances all divided up in addition

G2 YlIye 20KSNJ K2dzaSK2tR dGlalao LG slayQid t2y3 dzy
statements and suggested that ggibly she should handle the finances. Then, one day she recognized
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that her white shirts were all now a reddish pink color so then she suggested that | should stay away

FNRBY (GKS gl aKAYy3 YIOKAYSXddT2NBJS NI e Howeved dzNB i K
none actually come to mind at this time. Almost sixteen years later we are an almost well oiled

machine. | know to stay away from the washing machine and Clorox, and Andrea has learned that there

are actually some things that | am ableaocomplish. We have learned the things that we can do plus

the things that we can do to help the other.

It works well, we work, we assist, and we respect.

The second chapter of Genesis provides a problem for those who want to look at the first abfapter

Genesis in a scientific way. But, even for those who hold to this view, it is possible to still understand

GKS LRAY(d 2F GKAA aSO2yR ONBIriAz2y I 002dzyid / K L3
responsibilities, provisions, and boundariesogld on humans. Whether you believe that chapter two is

an account of man that takes place after the first five days of creation, or if you see it as an additional

f AGSNI NB | OO02dzyGxs AG adAtt Aa D2RQa ,anAWwithRis 6 S OKAY
creation.

As you read through chapter two you see:
2:4-7 God created us to care for the earth but also to relate to and be cared for by God,
OKIFLJGSNI 2yS NBFSNABR (2 GKAa a o0SAy3a Ay 4Gl Aa AY
creaton.
2:1517God gave man the choice to respect God as God, or to place self as God.
2:18 God gave man a helper, someone to care for him and to care for. God have us others to
relate to and with.

¢ 2 R FR@ThiakReadingGenesis 2:£25

Wednesday, Seember 9, 2009 On My Own

There is a great scene from the eighties Cosby Show where son Theo has decided that he does not need
to be concerned with education. He tells his dad that he can just get a job and he will be fine on his own.
Dad is visibly idisagreement with this decision and joins Theo in his room to discuss this life course. He
begins to ask him how much money he is going to be able to make at the job that he has chosen. Then,
after establishing an income amount, Cosby begins to give athesson in reality as he slowly takes

away money from the monthly income as all the bills and other expenses are considered. By the end of
the lecture, Theo is without any money and has found himself in the hole. It does not take long for him




to realiz that the real world is not quite as easy as he had decided when sitting in the comfort and
AKStGSNI 2F KAa FlIOKSNRa K2YSo

Adam and Eve faced this same situation but not in a humorous way when they chose to step outside of
D2RQ& 02dzyRI NASRK®Y D2ABKEXKAABSIAAWPSPK2A0S (2 y22i 2yfe
as well, a choice to declare God as their God or to step away. They chose to step away, they chose to

say that they could make it without God, they chose to make themselves theiGmain They soon

GSNB (2 FTAYR (KFG 0SAy3a a2y @&2dz2NJ 26y£é€ Aa y2a ljdzAd

Eve chose to listen to the serpent and then Adam chose to listen to Eve. Both, Adam and Eve, were
responsible for their own regrettable choices. Both chosaita their backs on God and say they did

y24 ySSR D2RO® CKIG eSS 2F RSOAaAz2y Aa Slae G2 Y
YR D2RQ& akKSft idSNW D2R 1yS¢ UGKIFIG (GKSe& g2dAZ R yS@S
never unarstand that they did need God, as long as they remained in the garden. They had chosen to

turn from God, to turn from their responsibilities to God and His creation, and their responsibility to

each other. They had to leave the garden to understandtyeal

¢t2RlI&2Qa wS¢KAY]!l wSFRAy3IY DSySaia o

Thursday, September 10, 2009 Heading East

A couple of years ago we packed up the van, loaded up the kids and headed to Little Rock, Arkansas for
a soccer tournament. Because of school and work, we got a late start on a Friday and did not hit the
area of Little Rock until late that night after #arThis was also before we had the portable, or-non
portable, GPS systems so we were relying completely on our ability to follow a map, a reliance that has
always proved to take us onto shaky sand. Andrea had gotten on the internet and downloaded a map
and then we also had a map provided by the team manager, both did not serve to help us. This was not
the fault of the maps, we are both extremely navigationally challenged. We hit Little Rock and turned

on all the roads that the map seem to direct but e@on realized that we seemed to be getting rapidly
further and further from civilization, at least civilization that played competitive soccer. It seemed that
the more we tried to find the hotel, the more we tried to fix our situation, we ended up gettirther

from where we needed to be. Pretty soon we discovered that we were in the middle of a concrete plant
that seemed to be fairly fortified. There was barbed wire all around us, search lights brightly pointed at
us, and locked gates everywhere wekted. Somehow, the Anthony tactical force had managed to
penetrate this guarded fortress. We finally got ahold of the team manager who assured us that where
we were sounded nothing like the hotel where the team was staying. She handed the phone to her
hdzio b yR ¢gK2 320 | YIF L) 2dzii G2 GNB G2 FAIdzNBE 2dzi 6K
was about all he knew to tell us. We did manage to get out and to the team hotel before the kickoff

time of the game the next day but it was not withaugreat deal of trauma and concern.




Going the wrong way is like that, the more you go the further you seem to get from where you need to
be.

This is a truth of humanity, it has been a truth Adam and Eve. In Genesis 3:24 we see that when Adam

and Evewere driven out of the garden they headed east. Life after that seemed to be a constant
YAaGlFr1S 2F KSIFIRAy3I Stradz é1-& FTNRY D2RO® Ly [/ KI L
bicker until Cain ends up killing Able. As aresult, Cainhead NthS | A G2 FdzNI KSNJ FNRBY D
that God ever left Cain, it was Cain that was on the run from God. Sadly, we will see that this was a

mark of mankind.

Where are you headed?
¢ 2 R IR&@Thiak Readingsenesis 4:416

Friday, September 11, 2009 No End

The controversy of the presidential years of Andrew Jackson-1829, makes the presidents of the

last century seem somewhat tame. He was controversial even before he moved to Washington when he
married a divorcee who was not yet truly divorcednfrder first husband. Jackson fought in a recorded
thirteen duels, most over the reputation of his wife. In one of these duels he killed his opponent. His
wife died shortly before he took office and when he moved into the White House the Washington elite
were horrified by the rowdy parties and people that moved in with him. Jackson got high marks for
some of his domestic economic policies and for the fact that he is credited for holding the union

together during a fragile period. However, many of hisothctions are considered horrific, such as the
removal of the native Americans from their homelands to Indian Territory, and the inaction toward the
rights of women or toward the freedom of the slaves. He loved people and his house was seldom
without longterm guests, but at the same time he was a man who seemed to have a certain disregard
for many groups of people. His actions toward these people left a long lasting curse that in many ways is
still felt today. He also was a man without any family futuéhile he was still married, he and his wife
were unable to have children. It was thought that this would be an end to the Jackson family as he was
the last male. They were able to adopt two sons, one died but one went on to continue the family

name. B O1 a2y Qa KSNARGIFI3IS A& asSSy o& Ylye (2 0SS (KS
nation, some good, many bad. In truth, his heritage is what he did and what he did not do, but it is even
more what he left behind. His son, and then futusmgrations, have the opportunity to be the heritage

of Andrew Jackson. They have the opportunity to accomplish that which was not accomplished by their
Presidential ancestor.

puj
w

Adam faced the same type of dismal heritage. Not much is heard about Addwowdrhas actions
following the removal from the garden, possibly because of higpsetfeived hopeless heritage. Adam
made a choice that removed him from relationship with God, then, one of his sons killed the other. The
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future must have seemed hopelessie surely looked at his own choice and his own turning from God

and attributed the state of his family to himself. He most likely longed for something better for his

family and the future. God did then give him another son, Seth, who does not semnmydhe same

hopeless characteristics of remaining son Cain. Adam must have sensed a dash of hope in the life of

Seth, a seed of possibility. However, as we look at the lineage we see little of interaction with God. Itis

not until Genesis 5:21that S 4SS 9y20K ¢K2 Al Aa alAR aélf]1SR 6A

Even though Adam made bad decisions, decisions that changed the course of his family and his world,

KS 61 a y24 I YIyYy gAlGK2dzi K2LIS® CNRBY KA& AyTFfdsSyo
influence came people who were in the lineage of the Messiah, Christ. Even as Adam stood in a land

without hope, he was a man who never knew the mighty hope that he held.

¢ 2 R IR&@Thiak Reading: Genegisl 7-5:32

Elementary Lesson Plan

Theme: God created us fadim, for His creation, and for each other
Focus Passage: Genesis 13
Primary Verses: Genesis 1:26, 2:15, 2:418

Resources Needed: Bibles
Butcher Paper, Crayons, Tape
Adequate copies dResource 1A
Two sacks full of good and bad food choices
Personal Journals
Pens or pencils
Teaching Plan:

1. Opening Activity (5 minutes)As students enter direct give them each a crayon and
direct them to the butcher paper on the wall where they are to draw pictures of as
many of the things they can think of that God created.

2. Thinking Game (8 minutesPivide the class into groups dfrees (adapt according to
the overall size of the class). Give each group the stack of [{egsoarce 1A)each
paper listgresource 1)the created things from each day of creation as detailed in
DSySairia wmo 2 KSy @2dz alsiinardefiom daldndzbiday | NB (2
7 (papers do not say what day it is). When a group is finished they will all sit down and
quietly inform teacher that they are finished. If teacher verifies that the group is correct
they are finished, if not they have o back to listAs groups complete activity they are
allowed to assist other groups.

1. Night and Day

2 Water and Sky

3. Land, Plants, Trees, Vegatables, Fruits
4

Sun, Moon, Stars




5. Fish, Birds,
6. Land Animals, Man, Woman
Teaching(12 minutes):
Opening Questiat 2 K& RAR D2 R ONX hbriéfknéeto givetthei? ¢ & G dzZRSy
answers
Group WorkUsing the same groups as the opening game (unless behavior warrants a
need to make quick changes) ask groups to look up the Primary verses and determi
why God created what He did and what did he tell the created to do and not do. After
groups have completed group work have them share, write different answers on dry
board.
Bible Investigation
D2RQa a2@dS
a. Genesis 1:26: God created humanselate to and care for themGod
ONBI G4SR KdzYlya Ay |1 A& AYIF3ASo a[ Sa  dz
ONBFGS YIyYy Ay 2dzNJ AYlF 3ISoé CKAA ol &
for us to chose to follow God and allow Him to care for us.
Genesis 2:1550dcreated humans to care for His creation

C. Genesis 2:17: God gave humans a choice to love God, a choice to permit
God to be GodDo not eat of this tree. Do not make yourself your own
God.

d. Genesis 2:18: God have humans other humans to help usitive a

survive; to care forl will make a helper suitable for him.

alyQa az2@Ss

a. Bad Choice GamePlace two bags in front of the students. Tell them
that they are each going to get a treat, but that some of the treats are
not so good as others. Haveetin come up to the front one at a time as
you stick your hand in both bags grabbing an item in each hand keeping
it hidden from the student (try to have one be a good treat and one a
bad treat). Give the student a choice if they want the treat from bag A
or bag B. As each student chooses have the class say if it was a good or
bad choice.

b. Remind the class that we often are faced with choices to nalg
they are not hidden in a paper bag, we can clearly see the full choice.
a1l a2 KEG YI2I2R4 2INJ GK 2RKEGS 3

C. Read Genesis 3:6Ask the students what choice Adam and Eve made.

d. a1l G2Ke ¢l a i RKakeistutlentdbadr to Génesis O.5/K ¢
and teach them that Adam and Even not only disobeyed God, they also
told God they did not need HimThey decided that they were as smart
as God.




e. Inform class that because man chose to be his own God, then the true
God had to allow man to realize that he actually needed God to be his
God. In order to do this Adam and Eve had to leave the garden and
learn how to survive on their own.
4, Journals(5 minutes)
Introduce Journals to the students, have them write their name on the journal so it will be easy
to locate next week. Then, have each student turn to the second page of the journatizad

ordNIF ¢ | RSLIAOGAZ2Y 2F G(G2RlIé&Qa fSaazy TFTNRY (G(KS
bottom of the page. Collect journals after students are finished.
5. Prayer(1 minute)

Close in prayer. If time remains after prayer permit students to play gauonefly.

PreK/KindergartenLesson Plan

Theme: D2RQ&a / NBlIGAZ2Y
Focus Passage: Genesis £:3
Primary Verses: Genesis 1:1

Resources Needed: Bible
Playdough or Clay
Pictures or stuffed characters or objects representing each day of creation

Journal
Teaching Plan:
1. Opening Activity {0 minutes): Have children sit at table and give them each some
L I @R2dzZAK 2NJ Of I 8 & DAGS SIOK OKAfR I (dzNy

the clay. As a child gives their idea have everyone take tlagiacid create that thing,
then have everyone show the class what they created.

2. Understanding Discussion (3 minute$):a { &2 KF 4 OFy @2dz ONBI (SK¢é
G2 KIFIG @2dz FNB y2i4 FofS (G2 ONBIGSKE ng - RS
things that only God can create.

3. Teaching (10 minutes)

Bible BasicsOpen up the Bible to Genesisfid explain to class that this is the story of
how God created the world.

Creation StompAround the room have the pictures and/or stuffebjects that

represent the various days of creation. As the kids watch, walk to each item in order of
its creation day telling the kids about the creation.

Night and Day

Water and Sky

Land, Plants, Trees, Vegatables, Fruits

Sun, Moon, Stars

Fish,Birds,

Ok wnNPE
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6. Land Animals, Man, Woman
After explaining the creation items and order tell the kids that you are going to call out a
day and the created items. As you tell the items the kids are to run and stomp by the
items or pictures. If kids begin totch on just say the number of the day and see if they
can remember this (it may be a bit advanced for this age however).
It All BeganHave kids line up all the pictures and stuffed items in order of creation and
then add a paper to the beginning of th¢Il§ (G Kl &G &l @84 aDh5¢ @ Fal o
GKSNBE o0ST2NB Ittt (GKS (GKAy3aa GKFG 6SNB ONBI (
0SIAAYYAYyI GKSNB 41 & D2REO®

4, Journal (5 minutes)Explain and distribute the journals to each child. Have them put their name
AY LINEYAYSY(G LI OS yR GKSYy {(dz2Ny G2 (GKS asS02
GKSY KIFI@S GKS OKAftRNBY RNI}g | LAOGdNNBE 2F (GKS D

Toddlers Lesson Rin

Theme: D2RQa / NBFGAZ2Y
Focus Passage: Genesis 1:1
Primary Verses: Genesis 1:1

Resources Needed: Bible

Playdough or Clay

Resources 1B

/| KdZNOK S5A3IAGEE /FYSNY YyR wAiOl Qa [/ 2 YLzl
Big sack dPicturesor stuffed charactersepresenting each day of creation

Journal
Activity Options
1. I @S tflF@R2dAK 2NJ/fre 4G dGlroftS F2NI S| Ol
GKSANI FIF@2NRGS FYyAYLFHE ® 'aS GKA& GAYS 0
2. Give each child a copy of Resource 1B ane lizen color paper with all the

things that they like best. While they are coloring take a face picture of each
child then have assistant print picture out which is then glued to the middle of

the paper.
Bible Story
1. Have children gather in circle ohd floor. You hold the sack in yolap and ask
if any of them have a guess what is in the sack. After a few answers are shared
begin pulling out the pictures and stuffed animals and have the kids yell out
what they are.
2. After all pictures and objectsave been pulled out of the sack go back and take

2yS 202S00 2NJ LAOGANBE a4 | GAYS FyR Faj
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YIe ySSR (2 SELXIAYy 4GaONBIGSRE® CKSY | Fi
ol 01 6AGK SIFOK 2yS | yR XXNdES OKAf RNBY &l

3. Open the Bible and show children Genesis 1. Explain that this is the where it
explains how God created everything.
4, Ask the children who made them. After several answers tell them that God

created them also.
Pray
Say a prayer thanking Géat creating the world and each child in the room.
Journal
Il I S SI OK OKAfR RN}g F LIAOUGdANNE 2F (GKSvyaSt ¥
I NBFGSR aS¢ |G GKS o2Gd02Y 2F GKS LI 3So ¢
prohibit them from writing @ other pages.
Free Play
Permit children to play creatively in the room during the remaining time.

12




Resource 1A  Creation Game

Night and
Day

13




Resource 1A  Creation Game

Water

and
Sky

14




Land Plants
Trees,
Vegatables,
Fruits




Resource 1A  Creation Game

Sun,
Moon,
Stars
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Resource 1A  Creation Game

Fish,
Birds,

17




Resource 1A  Creation Game

Animals,
Man,
Woman

18




Resource 1B God Created Me!

God Created

19




Week Two

Adults

Theme: D2RQa OFNB O2yFTANKXSR
Verse: Genesis 9:9

Message: Sunday, September 20, 2009

Readings:

September 14:Genesis 6B
September 15:Genesis 6:9:23
September 16:Genesis 7:29:7
September 17:Genesis 9:47
September 18:Genesis 9:129

Children

Toddlers: Noah built an ARK Genesis 6:14

PreK/K: God remembered Noah Genesis ® Genesis 8:1
Elementary: Noah followed God Genesis®  Genesi$:8

Youth Small Groups

Adult Small Groups

Message Points
The Story of the Ark is a Hint of Eternity with an Address to Present Physical Life

Call for the Ark reveals the Boundaries of God (Man unrepentant) and the Compassion of God

Journey of Ark re\ads the Care of God for Creation and the Disdain of f@o&hoice of Created

Life in the Ark is Evidence, Test, and Proof of Faith of Man and God (Unknown time in ark, God did not forget)
wSadzZ G 2F ' N] A& 9FNIKfe SaEARSYIOSQaEl KIAly tal yQa STFF2NI A&

Daily ReThink

Monday, September 14, 2009 Finding Favor

L INBg dzLJ g+ GOKAyYy3a [SI @S Al G2 . SI @SN L Sy22eSR gl i
eventual fessing up. | also enjoyed neighbor Eddie Haskellwhd WaS dzf G A Yl S @& &adz0]1 dzL¥ @
torment to poor Beaver but once an adult walked into the room he would quickly become the most polite and sweet
young man that ever existed on the planet. | am not sure that | ever saw an episode her&@B NDa LI NBy i a
9RRASQa &adza3l NBE RSOSLIIAGS | OG o0dzi AlG yS@OSN) OF dZASR KAY
that he was going to act like a saint as soon as the parents walked into the room. You have probablydopietike

this in your life, it is possible that you have been this person at some point in your life. Such an act seldom goes
undetected, the lack of sincerity is most always recognized for what it truly is.
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On the other hand you have hopefully knoweople who were sincere in their sweetness. They truly did care for others
and truly did put others interest in front of their own. These type of people stand out, these type of people are soon
recognized. They may not receive fame and celebrity budd¢haose to them know their true and genuine character
because of the way they live their life.

This is what God saw in Noah, a truly good man who was sincere and genuine in all he did. God knew Noah not beca
of the things he did and said but becausfehe relationship Noah had with God. What makes this all the more notable
Ad GKIFIG GKA&a NBO23aIyAlGA2Y G221 LXIFOS RdNAYy3I | GAYS 6K
by God. Genesis 68 says that in a time when everyone wasl, Noah was not. Noah found favor with God.
PfdAYFrGSte ¢S 1y2¢ GKIG AG o61a GKAA aFlF@2NE GKFdG f SR

It was not a holy act, a religious lifestyle, that caused God to notice Noah. It was not an atteth@tpamt of Noah to
GadzO1 dzL¥ (2 D2R GKIG 3INYYGSR KAY D2RQa Tl @2 N b2l K
world. While everyone else was chasing after the lusts and desires of the world, Noah chose to follow Goah One ca
2yte AYIF3IAYS GKS NARAOdzZ S GKIG 6l a AYyFEtAOGSR dzZLll2y KA
What is your choice?

¢2RF2Qa WSC¢CKAY]l -%SFRAY3IY DSyS&aria cVYwm

Tuesday, September 15, 2009 God Revealed

| often describe our youngest daughter Ldg,a cherub face with a sweet attitude to match. Our other children
constantly accuse Andrea and | of never getting after her; the truth be known we seldom have reason to reprimand her
It is a joke at our family meetings, when we are having to indalig@address behavior issues, that when we get to Lily

she sits there with a smile and we have nothing negative to say. The other children will begin to protest and say that it
unfair, but they are also unable to give us any hard evidence of anytgaigst her. All the while she keeps her smile

on with a hint of offense in her eyes. | am smart enough to also see the great promise of an Oscar winning actress.
Although she is a sweet little thing, she does have quite a bite. It is possible tordgetthe breaking point which is a

place you do not want to be. Most recently, while we were on our summer family vacation, Caleb experienced that
point of no return. He, Lily, and Andrea had ended up in the garden area of the Hermitage in NashvidleriiigNthe

trip Lily had assumed the role of photographer, this is mainly because no other Anthony can remember that we even
own a camera until after the picture taking opportunity is past. While in the garden, Lily spotted a beautiful spot of
flowers that she thought would make a nice sptirtrait for her facebook page. Before Andrea could push the button,
brother Caleb jumped in the shot making the goofy older adolescent brother face. Without moving an inch, without
losing her smile or sweet looki)\ hauled off and backhanded him in a way that he has yet to forget. Caleb has the
FoAfAGE G2 ONAYy3 2dzil [Af&Q& RIN] AARS 6SGGSNI GKEY |y
tree, Lily was again brought to the backhand momignbrother Caleb , a moment that put him out of commission for a
small part of the day. Such times bring out the full character of sweet little Lily.
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We all have those genuine defining moments, moments where the events around us bring out a paHhaifisisot
always visible. Not that this side is always bad, but it is seldom seen.

¢tKS aid2NB 2F b2FK YR GKS ' Nl Aa adOK | G4AYSO® 2 KF G
is truly a fairly dark story telling of the desei of many men, women, and children, plus animals and lifestock. Itis a
tragic story of a tragic time due to the tragic choices of all but one man. It reveals a great deal about God. Up to the
point in history we have seen God discipline bad chdicesiever to this extent. Those choices even involved murder.

The story of Noah and the Ark is also a telling revelation for us of the redemptive nature of God. God saves Noah and
family as well as a representative segment of the rest of creat®ad, even in His disgust, does detimateall of His
creation. He has compassion.

How does this match up with your image of God?

¢2RI28Qa wWSCKAY] -WBFRAYy3IY DSyS&ara cYo

Wednesday, September 16, 2009 Life Proof

In the mid eighties | spent a summer as a bpakking instructor. Two of the weeks of that summer were spent in the
beautiful mountains of California just a short distance from Yosemite. One of the groups that | taught included a group
ofgirlsfromwhéi A& 1y26y a GKS azxlftSees | O2YYdzyAade yz2id :
GAYSZT LIS2LXS OFftSR a+IfftSe& DANI &a¢ o az2zald 2F GKSAN O:
G20rtftexoéd o h yassil ddShot ek Bt oOf hdpe. 8 wad Jo surektift th@se girls would not make it that
when | planned our actual backpacking trip | chose a path and overnight location that would give the group as little
challenge as possible. | felt that my judgmemtssumptions had been confirmed when, on the day we were to set out

for our camping site, these girls showed up wearing dresses. They were giggling and flirting with the boys and had ver
Gy DY O1L LI O1Ay3¢ FGGAGdzZRSA Ay kY &hick judved lode/amh extrd challeads withthé L.
dresses, the girls were still laughing in between complaining about the weight of the packs and the dread of having to
aft SSLI Ay (K2&aS aGaRANIE t221Ay3a &af SSLpahdyimpredsiod dd notz2 KSy
AYLNRGS a (GKS -KROBIGLDT RyEI4d yRSKIYAN2NI 2y & AyiSyarTAaASFE
(KS SYGANB I ROSY(diNB s2dd R 08 2 S8adMhmdagh theseenivg@meBwedd dzO 1 &
finished our open fire cooked meal, a meal which did not exactly meet the standards of any of our Valley Girls, one of
our groups discovered that they had agh their tent on a yellow jacket nest. Panic erupted as the yellow jackets began
toattack olNJ ANR dzLJE LI yAO FY2y3 SOSNEB2YS odzi 2dzNJ = ffS& DAL
Florence Nightingale taking care of the wounded and comforting the panicked. After the attack ended they move tents
to a safer location and made that everyone was alright. It was amazing! The hike home the next morning was a
O2YLX SiSteé RAFTFSNBYy(d SELISNASYOS (KFy GKS LINBJA2dza Rl ¢
they still had dresses on, they had brought diesto change into in the morning, but the attitudes of everyone,

especially myself, were completely different. The experience with the girls had revealed much about them that we had
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been unable to see because we had so prejudged their behavior by amewstandard. Their lives, in drastic
circumstances, proved who they were and those of us who judged them by their appearance and surface behavior wer
able to give testimony to that fact.

Circumstances and trials often prove who we really are. Sometinegprove that we are something that we wish we
GSNBE y20 YR a2YSGAYSa GKSe& NBOSIt az2YSOKAy3a | 062dzi dz
such a time; a time when those around were able to see how true the faith of Noatwiasly Noah took his family on

the Ark without any indication of how long they would be inside this floating fortress. Fenumdred and fifty days

we are told the waters rose. Can you imagine? It must have been tempting for Noah, and his faradjn to lthink

that they had been forgotten by God. But, not only did he trust, once their became evidence that the waters were
descending, Noah still waited. Scripture tells us when Noah did go not out until the ground was actually dry. There ha
to be pressure from his family, who had to be going stircrazy by this time, to get out, but still he waited on God. Then,
once out he worships God, he does not think of self, he thinks of God.

Noah, in the time of trial, definitely revealed who he was. Wis not an accident, Noah had been standing firm long
before the flood, or before the Ark. He had stood strong in God when it was not only not the thing to do but it was the
cause of ridicule, still he had stood. That is how we stand, we do it and teeamvdo it more. It is a lot like running a
marathon race, we cannot do it all at one time but as we train and prepare we find that we can do much more. What
are you training for?

¢2RIFI&Qa wS¢KAY|l wWSIFRAYy3IY DSySaiida 71 YHnD

Thursday, September 17, 2009 Promise

¢KS YIF{AYy3 2F aRSFHftaé¢ Aad |y OGAGAGe GKFG ' yYRNBIF | yR
F2dzyR KFG GKSNB A& I RANBOG O2NNBflFiAz2y 0SG6SSy GKS
Anthore Ay @2f OSR Ay GKAa lfglead aFFANE GNIryalOliAazy GKS
FNNF yISYSyd A& F2NJ 2yS LINGeE 2F GKS FAINBSYSyGs AlG yS¢

either parent attemptstoputahali 2 G KS aRSIfé¢d 9@0Sy 6KSYy (GKS aRSIfté& A4
commitment to what has been done no matter how mistreated one party may feel.

G5SIFrfaég INB 2Fi0Sy GKFG ¢Fezx GKS@ | NBthettisachoB [rithe &irst I NB |
GRSIFfE¢ 2NJLINBYAASEI 2N O020Syltyd ¢S asSS D2R YIF 1S Fy I3l
had made promises to individuals before but this is the first time he is talking to a group, actually egeimta
LINEYAAS GKFG A& FFENIoSe2yR GKS GAYS lye 2F b2l KQa T
God saying what is to be. In making this covenant God reveals His attitude toward the people that follow Him. He
reveals kk patience and love.

¢2RF20a wSeKAY] -wSlI RAy3Y DSySara dvYy
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Friday, September 8, 2009 al yoa 9FTF2NIa

One of the television shows that you will frequently find showing at the Anthony household is the Nickelodeon teen
O2YSRHRE NEL2 ¢ @ tvés A yourd girknamell Cady2who has a popular internet show which she puts on with
the help of two of her friends. One of these friends is her best friend, a tomboy named Sam. In one episode Carly is
determined to help Sam get a date with a guy shedasush on. To do this, Carly is convinced that Sam needs to be
more ladylike. Carly set out to turn Sam into Samatha, a daffodile. Sam does a fairly good job of becoming a feminine
daffodil, limiting the food she digs out of the trashcan and resigtiegemptation to get into a fight with the new

school bully in the hallway at school. Eventually, the real Sam comes out and she ends up tackling the bully after scho
right in front of the guy she was so trying to impress. Carly finds it impossitlent Sam into something that she is

not, eventually Sam is going to come out.

The story of Noah and the Ark is a clear depiction of this fact. Our natural self is going to come out. Sin is a natural to
humans and eventually humans are going to gite the temptation. Even in the story of Noah, shortly following the
NE&OdzS 2y GKS FINJl X b2FKQa a2ys 1 lFYZ GKS FFGKSNI 2F /|y
that this sin was one of disrespect, others, however think it s@mething much more heinous in that Ham actually
engaged in an immoral act with his then drunk father. Whatever the act, it was clearly sin. Amazingly, an act of sin jus
after Ham had seen the consequences of sin played out in the lives and dea#rydrey and everything he knew

outside of family! The lesson learned in this tragic situation is that we, as humans, ultimately cannot save ourselves.
God can lead us to save ourselves in earthly situations but when it comes to eternity, we have nalprgioyn

b2l K LINROftFAYA F Odz2NBS 2y /FylFlyY GKAA Aa Yz2al tA1Sft:
(Canaan) and all those who follow. We often see this in families as adults take on the characteristics and nature of the
parent. Often times this is reflected in abusive or addictive behavior as well as insecurities and instability. It is a cycle
that is difficult to break. Ham was the beginning of this for his descendants. Sons Japheth and Shem are blessed with
Shem receivig the blessing that is later seen as him being the line of the Messiah.

2 KAES GKS ' N}l A& | 3INBIFG RSLAOCIHAZ2Y 2F D2RQa alf @l GA2)
eternity. Following and obeying God is an act for niousting God is an act for our eternity.

Note: One cannot read this section of the Ark story without wondering about the drunkenness of Noah, especially as we
remember the teaching in Ephesians 5:18 to stay away from drunkenness. Much like a parent teaches a child as the ¢
grows, God has been teling all of humanity as we have grown.

¢2RIFI&Qa wS¢KAY]l wS$IRAYy3IY DSySaia odYwmy
Elementary Lesson Plan

Theme: Noah followed God
Focus Passage: Genesis ®
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Primary Verses: Genesi$:8
Resources Needed: Bibles

Aluminum Roast Pan filled with Water
Cardstock

Seay Video

Journals

Pens or pencils

Teaching Plan:

1.

Opening Activity (5 minutes)Give students a piece of cardstock and have them fold it to make a boat.
Have a contest between boats in the roast pan of water. Following the activityask @ RAR a2 Y
R2 o0SUGSNI GKIY 2G0KSNBKéSX d2KIFIG R2Sa Ad GF1S G2
Thinking Game (1fninutes): Ask the students to give all the facts they know about the ark that Noah
built. If weather permits, to outside to the norfhasture (use gate in back, do not walk near road).
Walk students to the middle of the pasture and have then look from the road to the back fence and then
from the south to the north fence. Explain that this is basically how much space there was oevehch |
of the Ark. It was more narrow and so it was longer but this is the basic space. With this in mind, ask
the students what they would think it would take to build such a boat, reminding them of the fact that
they did not have the tools we have nowfték activity return to classroom.
Teaching (12ninutes):
Opening Questiod 2 K& RAR D2R KI QK¢ b 2! fKf DalzAd RdzRKYSG a4 NI o !
answers.
Bible Investigation
a. Have students open their Bibles to Genesis:HHave onstudent read the passage and then

ask:
How did God feel about the humans? Why?
Why had the humans acted the way that they did?
Why do you think that this made God more sad than the other bad things the people
had done before this time? (the pple now did not care, they were unrepentant).
b. Now, ask students why God did not chose to destroy Noah and his family. Read Genesis 6:8.

1. 2Keé RAR b2IK aFAYR FFE@2NI Ay GKS aA3aKid 2

2. What would have made following Godfitifilit? (No one else followed God, probably

made fun of by others).
3. Why do you think God felt that Noah could build the boat? (He had already done what
God said in all other times in his life).

BibleConnedt { K2¢g [/ KNARAG {SIeA8XKR®2 a{ dSLIAyYy3T 2dzi 2

A

4, Journals(5 minutes)
Distribute journals anddveeach student turn to the thirghage of the journal and write or draw a depiction of
G2RI&Qa fSaazy FNRBY GKS . AofSo I @S GKSY @gNRGS
after students are finished.

5. Prayer(1 minute)
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Close in prayer. If time remains after prayer permit students to play games quietly.

PreK/KindergartenLesson Plan

Theme: God Remembered Noah
Focus Passage: Genesis ®
Primary Verses: Genesis 8:1

Resources Needed: Bible
Boat or Canoe
Paper and crayons
Journal
Teaching Plan:
1. Opening Activity (10 minutes Have children sih boat and have them pretend to be paddling the boat
across a giant lake. While they are pretending ask them whatfegedysmell, and see from the boat
while out in the water. Ask them if they think they would get tired in the boat if they were in it for a

long time.

2. Understanding Discussion (3 minute$):a { G2 K2 Kl & SOSNJ odzAf G a2vYSiaK
built somethind ¢ = I T34 SKP I a & 8§ NEI£INEthis 2o bagidzio telRthem that
G2RFeQa aid2NB A& lFo2dzi I YIYy @gK2 o6dzAtd F ALy

bigger than two football fields.

3. Teaching (10 minwgs)
Bible BasicsOpen up the Bible to Gene&s8 and tell them that God chose Noah to build the Ark
0SOldzaS b2FK fAa0SYSR yR 20S8SR D2R® GD2R 1Y
Noah had always followed God.
Filling the Ark Nextshow the children Genesis 6:19 and explain that God had Noah bring his family into
the ark and two of every animal. Give children papers and crayons and have them draw two of all the
animals they can think of and place them into the ark.
Setting SailAfter children have filled the Ark with the animals, read Genesis 7:1 and tell them to get into
the boat with all the animals. As they are in the boat ask them what things they think that Noah and his
family did while they were in the Ark (feed and caretfog animals, etc.). Then tell the children that
Noah, his family, and the animals were in the boat for almost two hundred days!
Getting OutRead Genesis 8:1 to the children. Emphasize that even though they were in the boat for a
long time, God did notorget them.

4, Journal (5 minutes)Distribute journals to childreand thenhave themturn to theld KA NR  LJF 3S ®¢ 2 NJ
2y GKS LI 3S FYyR (KSYy KI @S GKS OKAtRNBY RN}Y¢g | LAO

Toddlers Lesson Plan
Theme: Noah Built an Ark
Focus Passage: Genesis 6:1421
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Primary Verses: Genesis 6:14a, 19
Resources Needed: Bible

Pillows
Journal
Crayons
Activity Options
1. Place pillows on the ground to act as your boat. Have children sit on the pillows pretending to
be on a boat. Have the boat go fast and over waves.
2. Have children sit in a circle and name all the animals they can think of. Tell children that today
we will learn about a man who built a boat for all those animals.
Bible Story
1. If weather permits, walk children to the field on the immediate south side of the building. Walk
the children from one end to the other. Explain to the children that thetboaArk, that Noah
built was bigger than the field you just walked across.
2. Return inside and open up Bible to Genesis 6. Show children verses 14a and 19. Tell children
how God asked Noah to build a boat for him and his family and two of each ahitmals.
3. Tell children that Noah built the Ark, boat, because he followed God
Pray

z A 7 7

Say a prayer thanking God fordzA f RA y 3 { K o2Fd G2 GIFr1S .OFNB 27
Journal
Have eachluld draw a picture of an animal and a baat pagethreeof theire 2 dzNy/ | f & 2 NA G
anArk G0 GKS o620G2Y 2F (KS LI 3ISo ¢F1S 62214& FN
writing on other pages.
Free Play
Permit children to play creatively in the room during the remaining time.

Week Three

Adults

Theme: God Complex
Verse: Genesis 11:4

Message: Sunday, September 27, 2009
Readings:

September 21:Genesis 10
September 22:Genesis 11:-P
September 23:Genesis 11:3
September 24:Genesis 11D
September 25:Genesis 11:132

Children
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Toddlers: The people build a tower Genesis 11:4
PreK/K: God scatters the people Genesis 11 Genesis 11:8
Elementary  Only God is God Genesis 11 Genesis 11:4

Youth Small Groups

Adult Small Groups

Message Points
Moving East

Leaving Go@&ehind
Creating Self as God
D2RQ&a wWSYAYRSNJI 2F D2R

Daily ReThink

Monday, September 21, 2009 Eastward Anarchy

When | lived in Colorado Springs | felt like it was a huge city, except for Denver, it was the largest community in the are
| lived on the nrtheast edge of town with the mountains to the west and not much except rolling prairies to the east.
When | moved from the area in August of 1991 you could almost see to Kansas when you looked to the east of my hot
as there was virtually no developmiewhatsoever. A couple of summers ago | revisited the area and was shocked to
find that my house was no longer anywhere near the east edge of town. | drove around and soon discovered that |
could not even begin to identify where | was as there had beeh sn unbelievable building surge in the area; a surge
GKFG aSSYSR G2 06S gAGK2dzi Fye LEFYYyAy3a 2N F2N¥dzZ | XA
as far as you could see, it was just roof after roof after roof. It appeared asdityhead just rapidly oozed east

engulfing every inch and acre of land as it went along.

Remember East? We first saw East when God sent Adam and Eve out of the garden, they were placed East of the
garden. God put guards on the east side of the gardethat Adam and Eve could not reenter. God placed them East

so that they could begin to realize where they needed to be, instead they just headed further East. Remember Cain? |
killed his brother Able and then where did he go?.....East. Instead dfrfgeback he went further and further from the
LX F OS G(GKFG D2R 2NRAIAYyILIffte AYyiSYRSR KAYX FYyR Ittt 2F YI
following the blessing on Japheth and Shem, we still see mankind heading East. As maigkess@scand leaves the

area of the Ark, mankind begins to ooze East. Mankind is not necessarily following or even seeking God, mankind is
taking care of self with no mindset toward God. Mankind is in anarchy. Mankind is headed East.

¢ 2 R¢ ReThink Rading: Genesis 10

Tuesday, September 22, 2009 Come Together
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Around 1969 Beatle John Lennon, with the assistance of fellow Beatle Paul McCartney, wrote a song to further the
campaign of Timothy Leary who was running against Ronald Reagan for the office of Governor of the state of Californi
[ S NEQa Ol tYasilloAghghe Ras Boorysent to prison for the use of marijuana. The song was then on the
Mdc ¢ . Abbeii RoSd&@m. The call of the song is for people to come together around Leary and against Reagan
although neither men are listed by name irethong. Negative imagery is used to paint an unflattering picture of

Reagan while Leary is portrayed as a man who can bring the people together at a time when people were not coming
G23ISGKSNY ¢KS LINRPO6fSY g6Fa GKIFG HKGF ARSI 2 272 taftO2d A3/\AS (Y
values; it was a call to allow a man to lead in a way that was in direct opposition to many of the voters. It was actually
the same call we get in most political elections even today.

Coming together around a pson is always a risk. Once we decide to totally buy into a person or a group of people we
risk leaving behind what we truly believe. That is always true unless that person is Christ.

Ly G2RI&Q& NBI-Raesek the geope fhyt §ail he@movingeastward, away from the Garden, away

from the Ark, and away from God suddenly decide to come together. In Genesis 10 we had seen the migration and
expansion in an almost tribal fashion that had taken place since the curse and blessing of theNsmats. odflow they

had decided to come together. The problem was that they were coming together based on themselves, based on their
own ability and their own wisdom, God was not in it or at the center of it.

What is bringing you together?
¢ 2 Rl & Q& Reading:fGRngsis 1124

Wednesday, September 23, 2009 Bricks

One Sunday night, when | was in first grade, my family was traveling back to our home in Sapulpa, Oklahoma from a
weekend outing. As we entered the east side of Sapulpa we were about tbyadscal brick plant, a small plant on

the side of the road where bricks were fired and made, when we saw a large driverlesswusgmolling backwards

toward the plant. The plant had open brick firing kelms exposed and obviously about to be ht toyak. Before we
could make any effort to notify the authorities the truck slammed into the plant destroying much of the work that had
been and would be done there. The bricks that were meant to build were suddenly of no use or value to anyone.

Overthe years | have become much more aware of the value of bricks. They have been used on every house | have li
in to some measure. They serve to reinforce, to provide privacy, to enhance aesthetics, and permit the builder to build
structure out and up Bricks are an essential part of the building process for most buildings and structures. They are
often even used on walls that are meant to protect or divide people. Bricks are a positive or a negative aspect
depending upon which side you stand.
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Briks are also an interesting feature in the Bible. When Moses was attempting to gain the freedom of the slaves,
Pharoah used bricks to thwart the efforts of Moses. Pharoah insisted that the people make more bricks with less
resources in an effort to turrhie people against the campaign of Moses. In Genesis4lWa see the bricks being used
FAFAYyS 2yfte GKAAa GAYS Al ¢l a (G2 3JIEt2NATFe || LIS2LX So ¢
decided that they not only do not need God hihat they themselves are God. They are using bricks to prove this point
as they build a structure that they are sure will prove their divinity to the world. They have decided that they are the
center of their universe. They are building to prove thelvss.

Years ago | had an area banker telling me about a friend who had recently built a large mansion. It was a beautiful
house and the banker could not help but be impressed by the work of this friend. While there was nothing wrong with
the building ofthis house, this man had truly worked hard to earn the finances required, | was struck by the explanation
of the massive building. The banker told me that this friend had built this mansion in order to prove to everyone back ir
his home town of the suces he had accomplished. This structure was not built as a home for a family but as a symbol
to those who had known him in the past.

We all have the potential to try to use our bricks to build a structure that proves something to the world. The folks in
DSySaia RAR (GKA&AX GKAA o6lFlyl1SNRa FTNASYR RAR (KA&a:zZ FyR

What are you building? Why?
¢ 2RIF&Qa adhg: Béngsis 11v8S

Thursday, September 24, 2009 | Can Do Anything!

The recent attation on Michael Jackson following his death has brought to our attention the human element that is
true even for celebrities. It is common practice for those that are high profile celebrities to seem to get away with
anything they want. Over the yeargvinave seen Jackson in court for supposed violation of laws that would horrify us if
it was most anyone else but we are often able to ignore the transgressions of celebrities. We make jokes about their
lives, we often even hope they will face reality, g seldom are really shocked when they seem to get away with
murder.  Ultimately, however, even celebrities are unable to escape all the consequences of their actions.

When God saw the attitude of the people and their potential to accomplish whatéey set their minds to as we saw
yesterday in Genesis 1143it became apparent that the people had become victims of the this same celebrity mindset.
God said, in Genesis 1193hat the people could now do anything as long as they worked togettes. wiould seem a

good thing except that they were doing everything apart from God. While, from a humanistic viewpoint this may seem
good, God recognized that as long as they accomplished apart from God they would never see the need for God. The
people wauld continue to move further east, away from God, without any realization of their need for God. That would
be until it was too late, until reality hit hard. God recognized that they were headed to the same ultimate place that the
people, apart from Noda, were before the flood; a place where there was no ability or potential to recognize God. As
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long as we are totally setéliant apart from God we have no need for God. It was at this point that God scattered the
people.

What are you dependent on?
¢ 2RI&Qa adhg: Béngsis 11¥8S

Friday, September 25, 2009 Dependent Independence

Reishee Sowa grew tired of trying to live independently on land so he did something crazy, he built he-own self
sustaining island in Mexico. His island is madefu#60,000 empty soda bottles. He has a solared powered house, eight
cats and a dog, a guest room and pretty much everything needed to survive. He found that once he created a place
independent of the land he was able to survive independently. Wellesdrat independently, he still has others for
advise and relationship, he still has to live by the rules of the land, and he still is often at the mercy of the weather.
Living independent is usually that way, there is a certain amount of dependencenbuilt i

As the people left the area of Shinar after the stoppage of the building of the tower of Babel they set out to be
independent of each other. In striving for this independence many soon discovered that they were actually dependent,
dependent on each ter and more importantly, dependent upon God.

How independently dependent are you?

¢2RI2Qa adhg Bangsis 1182

Elementary Lesson Plan

Theme: Only God is God
Focus Passage: Genesis 11
Primary Verses: Genesid1l:4

Resources Needed: Bibles
Pens or pencils
Legos and other building blocks
Resource 3a
Dry board
Small rubber balls and empty trashcan
Journal

Teaching Plan:

1. Opening Activity (5 minutes)Have a pile of legos and other types of building blocks in the middle of
the room asstudents enter. Challenge students to work together to build the greatest thing they build
together in five minutes. Following the five minutes ask the students what enabled them to build or
kept them from building.
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I Am The Greatestl10 minutes): Gve each student a copy of Resource 3A and a pen or pencil. Give
GKSY GAYS (G2 4oNRGS SOSNRGKAY3I GKIFG YF{1Sa GKSY
they can do, their personality, that they have achieved/their accomplishments, theis pddc. After

they have written down their answers take a moment to share then have group turn to dryboard and
4] GKSYZIXI ab2ér 6KIFIG FNB (KS (KAy3a GKFIG @2dz O
think of answers write them on the drybaar Finish this section by emphasizing that we are not able to
R2 SOSNBOKAY3 y2 YIGGSNI K2g GaaINBLFiGe 6S I NBo
Teaching (12ninutes):

Bible Investigation

a. Review:

1. Ask students to remember story of Noah and the Ark, particularly why God needed
destroy all the people, animals, and plants except for Noah, his family, and the chosen
animals?

Emphasize the point that the people had completely turned their backs on God to
wickedness.

2. Return to the dry board and divide it into two sides. Ask the sttglemremember the

characteristics of God and humans as have been seen so far in the stories from Genesis
Have them remember the details from the Garden and from the Ark.

3. Further Away Game. Give students each a rubber ball and place them at asteacel
from the trashcan. Have student attempt to throw their ball into trashcan. Students
retrieve balls and then move them further from can and attempt to throw it into the can
again. Continue this progression away from can until it is impossilsiectessfully
OKNRg GKS oltfta Ay (GKS OFyo a1l a2Ke Ol
dGdzRSyGa adrasS GKFG GKS& INB 22 FEN | gl
F2NJ GKS LIS2L)X S G2 F2tt26 D2RKEéronHind.OF dza S

b. Only God is God

1. Put students into groups of three and have them turn to GenesisQ1:Give students
Resource 3B and have them complete questions. After students have completed
worksheet take time to share in class.

2. Askfullclasé 2 K& R2 @&2dz GKAY]l GKS LIS2LX S U4 R 4
this to express to the students that the people had decided that they were their own
God

3. bSEGZ fSFR RA&Odza&aAz2zyYy 2y |jdSaliAzys &2 Ke
knewthat if the people could do everything on their own they would continue to think
that they did not need God until it was too late.

4. Ask students to think how they, or their friends, live or act like they do not need God, or
that they are their own God.
4. Journals(5 minutes)
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Distribute journals and haveach student turn to the fourtipage of the journal and write or draw a depiction of
G2RIF&Qa fSaazy FTNRBY GKS . AofSo I @S GKSY GNRGS
after students are finished.

5. Prayer(1 minute)
Close in prayer. If time remains after prayer permit students to play games quietly.

PreK/KindergartenLesson Plan

Theme: God Scatters the people
Focus Passage: Genesis 11
Primary Verses: Genesis 11:8

Resouices Needed: Bible

Different size balls
Masking Tape
Blocks

Paper and crayons
Journal

Teaching Plan:

1.

Opening Activity (10 minutes Create a circle out of masking tape on the center of the floor. In the
middle of the circle place all the ba#igcept for one ball. Have children take turns rolling the single ball
Fd GKS OANDES 2F olffa G2 asSS K2g¢g Ylyeé GKS& OF
Remembering3 minutes):Ask the children what they remember from the previous stories about Adam
YR 9@SYy YR b2FKQa ! N @

Teaching (10 minutes)

Bible BasicsOpen up the Bible to Genedi% and tell them thatthe people had forgotten God.

Building again Tell children that this story another story about building something big, like thenAl,

this time the people were not building because God told them to build. Give the children the blocks and
KFEgS GKSY ¢62N) G23SUKSNJ (G2 o0dzAf RO ¢Sttt GKSY @
have to put their hands behind their backsd quit building.

STOPAfter you loudly say STOP and remind the children that they are to put their hands behind their
backs, tell them that this is what God did when the people were building their big building. Tell them
that God stopped them from blgiing because they had forgotten God.

Scatter Read Genesikl:8, tell the children that when God stopped the children from building he then
a0FGGSNBR GKSY Iff 20SNJ 4KS 62NI RD WSYAYR GKS
Playagamg KSNBE &2dz a4l & a{¢ht IyR {/!¢¢9o9wé i H6KAOK
different places in the room. Tell children that God did this so that they would remember God.

4, Journal (5 minutes)Distribute journals to children and then have theurn to thefourth LJ- 3 S ® God NA (i S

< s LA A

Scattered the People 2y GKS LI 3S YR (KSYRROHIAARLI RS OKS{ PRBRWN?

people
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Toddlers Lesson Plan

Theme: The people build a tower
Focus Passage: Genesis 11:4
Primary Verses: Genesis 11:4
Resources Needed: Bible
Blocks
Balls
Masking Tape
Journal
Crayons
Activity Options
1. Have blocks available for children to build a building.
2. Make a circle in the middle of the room out of masking tape with balls inside circle. Give

children a ball and have them roll ball toward circle to see how many balls they can scatter
outside of the circle.

3. lff2g OKAfRNBY G2 32 2dziaARS IyR LJile& aaol
a{ O GGSNE I yR K Stysidefofplagiodhg. Thelyaveitrzm éiné Back fo
you and do it again.

Bible Story
1. Remind children of the Ark you talked about last week. Ask children what they remember Noah
G221 2y GKS I Nyl o WSYAYR OKAf RNIBghimal&k | G D2R
2. Return insié and open up Bible to Genesis 11. Tell the children the story of how the people
tried to build a huge building and how God scattered the people.
Pray

Say a prayer thanking God for buildiaging care of the people.

Journal
Have eachluld draw a picture of the buildingn page fou2 ¥ § KS A NJ 2Ehdehple Bullda 2 NA
Building |4 (GKS o620G2Y 2F (KS LI} 3ISo ¢-1S 62214 FN
writing on other pages.

Free Play
Permitchildren to play creatively in the room during the remaining time.
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Resource 3A | Am The Greatest

| Am The
Greatest!
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Resource 3B Elementary Worksheet for Genesis 1-B:1

Look at Genesis 11:9 and answer
the following questions:

What did the peopledo?

What did God do?
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Ministry Leadership Team Guide

ReThink Month Two- September28-October 252009

Life. Love. Relationship. God

Overviewfor September 280ctober 25, 2009

Week Fourg September 280ctober 4, D09 Page 39
AdultgYouth

Theme: OUR Promise

Verse: Genesid2:1-3

Message: Sunday, October,2009

Readings:

Septanber 28 Genesis 124
September 29 Genesid516
September 30 Genesis 1219
October 1 Genesis 221
October 2 Genesis 223

Children

Toddlers: God makes a promiseGenesis 12:B

Pre K/K: Godkeeps His promisésenesid5:56 and21:1 Genesis 21:1

Elementary: God gives a new namé&enesis 17 Genesisl7:5

Week Fiveg October 511, 2009 Page B
AdultgYouth

Theme: Surrendered Life

Verse: Genesis 33:4

Message: Sunday, October 12009

Readings:

October 5 Genesis 24€5:18
October 6 Genesi®5:11, 1926:33
October 7 Genesiv6:34-28:22
October 8 Genesif9-33

October 9 Genesis34-35

Week Six; October 1218,2009 Page 87
AdultgYouth
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Theme: Focus for Success
Verse: Genesis 458
Message: Sunday, October 18, 2009

Readings:
October 12
October 13
October 14
October 15
October 16

Genesis 36
Genesis 3B8
Genesis 3912:5
Genesis 42:45:15
Genesis 45:160:26

Week Seveqg October 1925, 2009

Adults/Youth

Theme: Big Picture

Verse: Exodus 2:225

Message: Sunday, October 22009

Readings:
October 19: Exodus #4:31
October 20:  Exodus 57:7
October 21: Exodus 7:8.0:29
October 22:  Exodus 1112:42
October 23:  Exodus 12:434:31

Page 98
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Weekly Plais

WeekFour

Adults

Theme: OUR Promise

Verse: Genesis 12:B

Message: Sunday, October 4, 2009
Readings:

September 28:Genesis 124
September 29:Genesis 146
September 30:Genesis 1219
October 1.: Genesis 221
October 2: Genesis 223

Children

Toddlers: God makes a promise Genesis 12:B

Pre K/K: God keeps His promis&enesis 15 and 21:1 Genesis 21:1
Elementary: God gives a new naméenesis 17 Genesisl7:5

Youth Small Groups

Adult Small Groups

Message Poirt6 NEYSYO SN 2T DBiEmRdashuwaif)Saaiy3a 2y
Promise

Movement

Doubt

Faith

Promise

Daily ReThink

Monday, September 282009 Promise

Prior to the OklahomaLand Run @WNB I & 3INI yRFIF G KSNRA& T YA & toRS nknevhRf G 2
the landsouth of Kansas. Ideni 1y2¢ | f2G 2F G(GKA& Y208 SEOSLII GKIFG
wagon along with a bell, that now is in the possession of my cousin, and headed to Oklahoma. They arrived at the
northern border of what was about to be a part of thgéndary landrun and set up camp. Somehow they were able to
get deed to the land prior to the landrun and began to settle on the creek just south of Stillwater, Oklahoma. They
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arrived full of hope and promise. | am sure that as they set out on the jgule@ving family and friends, they left with
dreams of great promise and even bigger fears of the unknown. | cannot even imagine what must have gone through
their minds as they looked out over the land that they had chosen as their own. A land ogyacseekbank, covered

with dense trees and virtually no shelter. | remember hearing stories of how they had to firsttseittig down the

large trees by hand, one by one. It was a lot of work, a lot of work that was preceeded by a giant promsaisé qf
K2YSZ | LINPYAAS 2F FlLYAfe@Z | LINRPYAAS epfombaubudNgdithem¢ K S
but they chose to follow that promise and put in the work necessary to seprttmise through.

28§ |INB AYy I RI @erstakd3hdfSvorks diten BoRoyaipromise. We want an assurance, a guarantee, and
then an easy ride. We want to win a game show and find the new car waiting in our driveway, we want to win the
lottery and be able to quit our job and retire on a sandatle We want the promise without the work and definitely
without the worry.

Abram, later his name was changed to Abraham, was a man given a promise, a promise that extends tanmutded
was also a man givempromisethat was going to takevork. L& { &4 D2RQ& LINRPYA &S -ZTighd ! o NJI
then look back at the work that is already included in that promise.

4 D2RQ&a LINRPYAAS (G2 !'o6N}KIFIY YSIy (2 @&2dK

¢
w»

2 KI @ 2

l 24 R

No

Sa Dweokapply OyotiX F 2 NJ
¢t2RIFI2Qa wWS¢KAY]|l -MSIFRAYy3dY DSySaia wmH

Tuesday, September 22009 Major Movement

One of our favorite activities each fall is to attend the Oklahoma State University Homecomingndlaikl. This

annual Falay night celebratiomncludes walking around to all the Fraternities and Sororities and other campus
organizations and looking at the elaborate motorized decorations they have spent the entire semester, and a small
fortune, constructing. | have been attending tRisday nighsince | was a child and every year the crowds seem to
increase at an amazirigte. You starbn ahill at one of the entrances dfe walk where you look out and see bodies as
far as you can your vision takes yodou then grab all your children, antther loved ones that you hope to see again, as
tightly as you possibly can and then you step into the crowd. It is essential that you have a firm hold before you step
into the crowd because once the current of the crowd begins to move you it is tooWtd. loved ones in tow you

begin to move, often at a slow pace, but you are moving. As you move, if you are tall enough, you are able to see the
displays, if you are not, which is most individuals, you try to go against the crowd and get over clescthi® s
decorations. There are times when you realize that the crowd is not going the way you desire, the push and pull of the
crowd is almost irressistable. Going against the crowd is almost impossible, stepping out of the crowd is amazingly
refreshing once you succeed.
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My son Caleb is in his first year of High School this year and almost daily comes home with tales of the hallways at
passing time. The first week, when he was still unsure of where he was goingultktell of often findinghe crowd
had taken him somewhere he did nplanto go. Crowds are tougtot to follow.

Abraham is a tale of choosing and not choosing the crowd. The first we td Abeatvam is when God is telism to

pack up and move from his family and friends. One ¢dy imagine the comments and criticism he heard from the
crowd. He chose to step out of the crowd. Later, when it did not seem that God was acting on His,@braisam

faced the crowd of doubters, including his wife. He chose to follow the crowmvdSrare that way, we can see that

they are headed in the wrong direction, we can see that they are taking us to the wrong place, yet we still often step in
and let them take us.

Stepping out of the crowd takes a major movement. Stepping out of the cregudres fighting against the tide.
2KIFIGiG ONRGR A& OldzaAy3d &2dz G2 YAad D2RQ& LINRYAAaSK
What crowd are you allowing to lead you in the wrong direction?

¢ 2 R$ ReThink Reading: Genesis16

Wedneglay, September 302009 Not Forgotten

In our last moveéAndrea spent weeks packing up the things that she did not want to lose. This usually means that
something igguaranteed to be lost, which is what happened. She had a highly valued charm bracelet. Not highly value
because of what it could gain finanitjabut because of the sentiment attached. On this charm bracelet were reminders
of all the significant events in her life including our marriage and the birth of each of our children. Once moved and
unpacked it quickly became evident that the charm letathad not successfully made the move. We searched for
months before finally giving up. One Christmas | attempted to replace the bracelet with another matching bracelet. At
least | thought it was matching, but it was not. She was very sweet butogdd Il this new bracelet did not take the
place of the lost bracelet. A couple of months ago Andrea found an old purse which she was going to discard but first
decided to go through it. There, in the bottom of that purse, was the missing bracelehatiVatempted to find it, we

had attempted to replace it, we had even marginally forgotten it, but there it had been all along. It was a wonderful
discovery.

D2RQ& LINRPYAAS (G2 !'oNIKFY gFa | AAYAf lddEem@ibiRe 120F K yR2 |
promise, he had even attempted to force it, he had even marginally forgotten it, but there it was. God was just waiting
for it, God had never forgotten it. The promise to Abrah#im,promise to us.

¢ 2 R$ ReThink Reading: Genesis1g
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Thursday, October 12009 Grace

In 1915 eleven year old Tommy Thompson thought it was the end of the world when his widowed dad abandoned him
at the government run Sequoyah Indian Boarding School. His dad, unable to care for little Tomdegitled that he

would have a better future at the school and he was probably right although at the time Tommy saw this as anything bt
true. It was not only at the school that Tommy received a safe place to live, food to eat, and an education bulsib was a
at the school that he found football. His life was one of Grace opportunities, opportunities that were not expected but
came and provided him a better future than would have otherwise been possible. As a child he had suffered an injury
that had left him blind in one eye, but even this did not stop him from these Grace opportunities. After leaving the
school, thanks to football, he was able to go to college at the University of Tulsa. Out of college he played football for
the Pittsburgh Steelers arthen the Philadelphia Eaglesie was the starting quarterback for the Philadelphia Eagles

1948 and 1949 NFL championship teams. He not only received Grace opportunities, he also shared that same Grace.
Following his career in the NFL he returned te 8equoyah Indian School in 1947 where he worked as the football

coach and the boys advisor. Many of the boys later would tell stories of the extra time he gave the boys usually puttin
in at least sixteen hours a day. Most of the boys would alsoftéibw they would get in trouble and have to meet

/| 2F OK ¢K2YLJA2Y |FyR GKS da.2FNR¢E 2F SRdzOl (df dsgighne COathOK 2 -
wouldd @ a52 @2dz gyl G2 L}X I & 7T2200 | dndtherkizabld eved Wien thepadl & | &
just blown a previous chance.

That is what Grace is, a chance when we do not deserve a chance; a chance when we just blew a previous chance. T
a02NE 2F 1 ONYKIFY A& | ad2NE 27F D2 Rdndf GAdhdOvS ahso begitito A & |
understand the relationship God has with mankind. Abraham gets chance after chance and still he Jesoebdly

blow it. With each poor choice of Abrahaod is still standing there with another chance. Abraham aepa

previous sin in Genesis 20 and thegainin Genesis 2%et we still see God keep the promise of a son. How amazing is
that?!

Have you comprehended the Grace of God in your life?
¢ 2 R¢ ReThink Reading: Genesis2D

Friday, October 2 2009 Testing

We recently hadch family meeting where Andrea was going over the coming wédks meetingncluded information

about some educational testgthree of our kids wuldto be facing. These wetests that are requiredbut do not
counttowards gra@s. Thaests that take all day and make the day seem to take forever. While, as parents, we are able
to understand thamerit of thetests, all thekidsare able to see is a wasted day and an aching head. They began to ask
YIye 62Ké R2 68 KIQOS (2Xdé ljdSadrzyad 28 | {0 IsrhalifSR
there is nograde the entire experience seems to be an activitjutility. We gave up and justidthey had to take the

tests and they had to do their best. That is the type of reasoning that makes a lot of sense to a kid, it is the type of
reasoning that makes even less sense to an adult.
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Abraham faced thistyp2 ¥ NB I a2y Ay 3 6KSyYy D2R Lldzi KAY GKNRddAK | 4y:
only son Isaac. The sbe had waited for, the soGod had promised, the son that seemed to be kieg to everything

that God had told Abraham. Still, God toldraham to do it and Abraham, although hesitant, was willing to follow God.

It was a test about placement and Abraham did pretty well. Abraham took the test and did his best even though the
entire experience did not maksense to Abraham. In the end Ahean saw that God was faithful and God saw that
Abraham was faithful. It was a test that proved both, it was a test that placed both.

How is your testing going?

¢ 2 R$ ReThink Reading: Genesis22

Elementary Lesson Plan

Theme: God gives a new hame
Focus Passage: Genesis 17
Primary Verses: Genesis 17:5

Resources Needed: Bibles

Personal Journals

Prepared Jeopardy Game

Two Suitcases

Various items of clothing, sheets, blankets, etc. for packing (too many for suitcase)

Dry Board/Markers

Resource 4A

Pens or pencils

Teaching Plan:
1. Opening Activity (5 minutes)Divide class into two teams andhy a game of Jeopardy as a review of
the first three weeks. Go through the first three lessons and pick out ten questions based on points
covered and comprehended. Use the game to make sure that the major points have been covered.
52y Q0 F2NBSG GGKFd FyasgSNBR INB Ay (GKS F2N¥Y 27 |
2. Thinking Game (8 minuteslsing the same groups as used for the review game give the groups their

pile of packing items and their suitcase. Challenge the groups to pack everything into the suitcase. Give
groups one minute make a plan and then three minutes to pack. After the time is up ask groups what
was involved in the packing and what made it dificidsk students to think about what it would
involve for them to have to move. Ask what they would be leaving and what they would want to make
sure they took with them. Open Bible to Genesis 12:1 and tell students how the story of Abraham, a
very imporant figure in the Bible, begins. God tells Abraham to move, move away from his home and
his family. Discuss with the children what it must have been like for Abram and Sarai (names changed
later) to move and leave their home and family. Also discudsthies did this because they were
following God.
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3. Teaching (12ninutes):

a. G2 KI 4Q& A yGive eabhlstyderi€ & piece of colored paper and have them write
their name in capital letters down the side of the paper. Then, have them make an
acrostic using each letter to describe themselves. After they complete their name
acrostics allow for sharg. Talk about how our name often tells people aboutidave
students look at Genesis 17:5 and 17:15, discuss why God gave Abram and Sarai new
names (have students look for the reasons in the remaining verses of chapter 17 for the
answers).

b. New Namé&New Promise; On dry board have the students brainstorm the names of the
characters they have seen in the Bible stories so far in Genesis. With each hames ask
the students what they can remember about those people. Ask them also what they
can remember bout how those people related to God. Have students look at Genesis
12:1-3 and discuss how God related to Abram/Abraham. What made this relationship
different than the others? What was going to be special/significant about Abraham? If
time permits takea moment to share with the students about how Abram was very old
at this time and that he had no children.

C. Trusting Trials and TriumplgdJse Resouce 4A to depict the overall story of Abraham.
Time will probably not permit you to actually turn to easdgment of the story but you
can tell them each aspect as you put the papers on the wall in order. Make sure to
A0NBaa D2RQa 3IAINI OS (KNRdAzZAK2dzi GKS &id2NE

God promises Abraham a family. Genesis 12:2
Abraham gives away his wife to safe his skin! Genesis 12:1620
Abraham doubts God. Genesis 15:3

D2R LINPYA&Sa ! NI KI'Y RehesB L5My H
l 9N} K'Y R2dzdad D2R X ®Geéhésk Y6H

God promises Abraham w/name change. Genesis 17

| S IABSE ol e gATFS (2GenesB3 KAa aj]
God give®Abraham a son. Genesis 21

God tests Abraham with Son. Geresis 22:12

Abraham follows and trusts God. Genesis 22:39

Journals(5 minutes)

Distribute journals and have each student turn to the fourth page of the journal and write or draw dialejic
G2RIFeQa fSaazy FTNRY GKS . AofSo I+ @S GKSY 6NRGS
after students are finished.

Prayer(1 minute)

Close in prayer. If time remains after prayer permit students to play games quietly.
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PreK/KindergartenLesson Plan

Theme: Godkeeps His promise
Focus Passage: Genesis 154% and 21:1
Primary Verses: Genesis 21:1

Resources Needed: Bible

Resource 4B

Two Suitcases

Various items of clothing, sheets, blankets, etc. for packingr{taay for suitcase)
Rubber Ball

Pictures of babies

Poster Board

Glue Sticks

Journal

Pens/Pencils

Teaching Plan:

1.

Opening Activity (5minutes): Begin with a review time by having children look at the three pictures
provided in Resource 4B. Asle children to look at the pictures and identify the story and remember as
many details as they can.

Understanding Discussion (I@linutes): Split the class into two groups or have them work as one group
depending upon size of class. Give each grosyitaase and stack of packing items and tell the groups

to pack everything into the suitcase. When the time is up ask groups what was involved in the packing
and what made it difficult. Ask students to think about what it would involve for them to hawsove.

Ask what they would be leaving and what they would want to make sure they took with them. Open
Bible to Genesis 12:1 and tell students how the story of Abraham, a very important figure in the Bible,
begins. God tells Abraham to move, move awaynfhis home and his family. Discuss with the children
what it must have been like for Abram and Sarai (hames changed later) to move and leave their home
and family. Also discuss that they did this because they were following God.

Teaching (10 minutés

Bible BasicsOpen the Bible to Genesis1£5 | YR HMYM | YR &dK2g GKS OKAHf
comes from. Explain to them that today we learn about a man named Abraham and his wife Sarah.

a. | Promise RaceLine children up in lines facing eaather (if there is just two students have

them stand across room facing or if just one student you face him/her across room). Give one
fAySkailidzRSyda | NHzoSNI ottt yR KFE@S GStf (GKSY
go to the otler line/person and give them the ball and then stand in that line. Tell students that they
OFyy2G 32 dzyGAf &2dz G4Stt GKSY gKIG GdKSe& KI @S
2y ff FT2dz2NBéX SGi0O0® h yh&d@herlpersoriitheR tBey do tHeBa& BagkS a
to the other line (if just two students then have them return across room and do activity from the first
LISNE2Y Q& aGFNIOAY3I LRAYGO D ' FGSNJ SIFOK addzRSyl
is. Show them that God made a promise to Abraham (Genesis@)3tat he and Sarah would have a
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baby. Explain that this promise was hard to believe because they were very old at the time and had no
children.

b. God Keeps His Promis@lace the poster bodrin front of children and write the word

Gt N2YA&ASeE Ay fFNHS tSGG4SNAR | ONRaa GKS YARRES 2
9N KFEY YR {FN}YK ¢la GKSYy NBFIR G2 (G4KSY DSySaa
dGdzRSyGa FHy@aSsSNESD2IR @Al oeé¢sx GStf addRSyda GKIG
{KIENBS GKIFIG GKS& yIYSR GKSANI a2y aLall O¢ 0SSOI dza
had their baby because they were so happy. Have children glue the pictuteshmbies around the
G2NR at NBYAaSé 2y GKS LIaGSNI o621 NR®

4, Journal (5 minutes)Distribute the journals to each child. Have them turn to fharth LJ- 3 S ® Go#d Kedp§ S«
HisPromise 2y GKS LI} 3S | yR { &pourekithd StorylokKABrala A f RNBY RNJ |

Toddlers Lesson Plan

Theme: God makes a promiseGenesis 12:B
Focus Passage: Genesis 12
Primary Verses: Genesis 12:B

Resources Needed: Bible
Playdough or Clay
ResourcesB®
Suitcase and items for packing
Small toy items

Baby Doll
Journal
Activity Options

1. Have students look at pictures from Resource 4B and remind them of the stories that you have
already told.

2. Gather children around open suitcase and pile of packing items (clothes). Hav@#ok the
suitcase while telling them how Abraham and Sarah packed to move to a new place.

3. tflle GKS tNBYAAS DIFIYSo DA@®S OKAftRNBY I avl
82dz2 > GKSY KIOS addRSyda 3migess daing dhatlyeuSay jodi & &
will do.

Bible Story

1. Have children gather in circle on the flodiou hold the baby doll in your arms and ask children
GKI G @2dz I NB K2f RAy3o ¢Sttt GKSY GKIG (2RI E
promise.

2. 1a1 OKAfRNBY 6KIG (KS& GKAYy] GKFG GKS oloec

names tell them that this baby is named Isaac because it made his parents laugh. Ask what
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makes them laugh. Tell them that this baby made them laugh because #reysa happy that

God made them a promise.
3. Open the Bible and show children Geneds Explain that Abraham and Sarah wanted a baby

very bad and God promised that He would give them one.
Pray
Say a prayer thanking God fidis promises

Journal
Distribute journals to students and turn to page four. Have students draw a picture of Abraham and

Sarah with their son Isaadake books from students as they finish to prohibit them from writing on
other pages.

Free Play
Permit children to plagreatively in the room during the remaining time.
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Abraham

glves away

his wife to
safe his skin!
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Resource 4A  Trusting Trials and Triumphs

doubts God
Xl 3l
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God
promises
Abraham
w/name.
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Resource 4A  Trusting Trials and Triumphs

God gives
Abraham a
son.
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God tests
Abraham
with Son.
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Resource 4A  Trusting Trials and Triumphs

follows and
trusts God.
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Resource 4A  Trusting Trials and Triumphs

Abraham
doubts God.
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Review Pics

Resource 4B



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e1/Brueghel-tower-of-babel.jpg

70




Resource 4B Review Pics
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Resource 4B Review Pics
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http://z.about.com/d/space/1/0/X/e/gpn-2000-001138.jpg
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Week Five; October 511, 2009

AdultgYouth

Theme: Surrendered Life

Verse:

Message: SundayQOctober 11, 2009
Readings:

October 5: Genesis 245:18

October 6: Genesis 25:1125:19-26:33

October 7: Genesis 26:328:22
October 8: Genesis 283
October 9: Genesis 385

Children
Toddlers: God wants me to share.
Pre K/K: Selfishness hurts others and me.

Genesis 33:4
Genesis 25:284

Elementary: Selfishness places great barriers in our relationship with God and others. Genesis 283

Youth Small Groups

Adult Small Groups

Message Poirg
A SelfFocused Life Leads us to:

Do Whaterer to Get Whatever
Give Up Whatever to Gain Whatever
To Lose Everything
A Surrendered Life Leads us to:
See God Work
Face Our Past
Let Go and Enjoy

Daily ReThink

Monday, October 52009

Staying Put

One lesson Andrea and | learned early on as parents is that our kids have to have sufficient sleep (this was learned rig
after we learned that we had to have sufficient sleep). When Caleb was an infant | rationally figured that if he did not
sleep much dring the day he would sleep better at night; it did not take me long to discover the fallacy of my thought
process. As they became toddlers | once again assumed that if they were exhausted at night that they would fall to
sleep more quickly; on this | wavrong as well. The truth | have finally realized is that without enough rest, not only do
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they not go to sleep, they also do not behave very well. If all the Anthonys are rested all the Artrenmuch more
tolerable. This general rule is observeatiy night as we attempt to scurry all our kids to bed by a decent.hdtur

often takes reminding, but if they get their sleep (if we get our sleep) everyone is in much better mood the next day.
School breaks are murder on this philosophy howeveis hard to convince the kids that they still need to get to bed
even if they do not have school the next morning. Eventually we get out of our healthy sleeping habis arad long

until it is the United Nations on a bad day at the Anthony household.

Rules that are established to help us live are the same no matter what the circumstances or situations. If it is healthy t
wash my hands before dinner when | am at my hgitse also healthy to wash my hands when | am at the neighbors
house. If it idiealthy to get enough sleep during the school year it is also healthy to get enough sleep during the
adzYYSNJ o NBI | ¢ L R2y QG 32 o1 01 G2 &a0K22f RdNAy3d (G(KS :
L R2y QG 32 K2 Y SjusFbedause |indedto waShirizuids, mstead | still observe the rule of good

hygiene andvash them at the neighbors.

Abraham exhibits this understanding just before he dies. He realizes that his son, Isaac, needs a wife but that it must
a wife thatshares his believe in and about God. He is in a land that does not know his God; a land where the people di
not worship his God. Abraham faces the dilemma of either returning Isaac to his home land where they share his God
belief, he can compromise amrmit Isaac to marry someone who does not have the same God ,or he can send for a
wife from his home land to join him in this new land. Abraham realizes that if he is to send Isaac back home then he w
be going away from the place and the promise t&atd has given himlf Isaads to compromise and marry outside of

what he believes then he will ultimately wonder from God. Abraham decides that he will not compromise what he
knows to be best and true nor will he turn his back on where God has brbightHe sends for a newife from his

home land; a wife who shares the same God, a wife who has the same center.

Abraham stays where God has him but also keeps what God has taught him.
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Tuesday October 6 20® Taking Care of Self

GaANNRBNE aANNBNE 2y (GKS glfftX gK2 Aa GKS FFANBAG 2F i
repeatedly asks her magical mirror. As long at the mirror responds that the answer is the guemsthing is fine.
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vanity, or was it a mture of insecurity and sefbcus?

What was the immediate reaction of Adam and Eve after they had turned their back on God, after they had sinned?
They immediately looked at themselves and wanted to hide; they were insecure afidcaedéd. This ide natural
consequence of sin, it is the natural result of living in a sinful world. It is our natural tenderneydoused on

ourselves andthecome progressively more and more insecWéhereas before their sin, Adam and Eve walked securely
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in the gareén with God, after they sinned they wanted to hide and were ashamed of their nakedness. Look at the state
of our fdlen world, our focus is oself and we live in a constant state of insecurity. Teens nearly kill themselves trying

to gettheirbodytoghy GKS Gé&2dz NS GKS FFANBad ff GKSY Fftfé Yl
same in a variety of avenues. Then, when that status cannot be achieved, or we hit the maintenance stage, it is our
tendency to bring others down so that warcat least be above them. It is our nature to protect ourselves even if it
means destroying others.

Isaac pulled a self protection stunt when he followed the repeated example of his father and let his wife be taken in
order to save his own skin. Esdues up the place that God had given him becausevas hungry; he was taking care
of himself and not considering anything or anyone else. Sinful nature causes us to look first to ourself and to do so in ¢

insecure fashion that leads bg ableto consider only ourself.
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Wednesday October 7 2009 Bypass Attempts

Andrea and | have never really used the conseqaaicspanking with our kids.oB grandmas made me feel about an

inch high when | even mentionegpanking plushe kids themselves have made fun of my lame attempts at spanking

The main reason that we do not spank however, is thi#th our children it has never really proven to beeffective

form of discipline. | guess the truth is that it just does not match up with our fashion of parenting. However, one time
when Caleb was still a toddler | was brought to the spanking brink. One evening | was on an important phone call whe
he began running through the kitchen doing things he knew were forbidden and doing thardecimal level which

made it impossible for me to hear what was being said. Numerous times during the call | asked him to act properly anc
G2 0S | dzA S Ber. EhallyR Bxeused inys&firontitie iconversation momentarily and informed Caleb that
when | got off the phone call he would be getting a spanking as a consequence for his behavior. Tddtseaim him

down somewhat for the remainder of my converigat. When | hung up the phone it was obvious that Caleb

remembered the approaching punishment. #dickly got up from where he was sittiog the floorand began to limp

back to his bedroom holding his bottom and moanihgjuickly picked up on his attgpt to make me think that he had
already received his spanking. He was attempting to escape his discipline, and the overall consequences of his
disobedience, by pretending that he has already been properly corrected.

The story of Jacob and Esau is yaitaer example of horrible human relations from our cultural and historical
perspective.While the actions of Jacob are inexcusable, the actions of Esau are offensive rmt anlgarthly level

but on an eternal level as well. He was a selfish and shuindividual who was willing to sacrifice anything, including
his God and family, for immediate satisfaction and gratification. He was totalgesgdred and could see nothing but
his own instantaneous desires. He sold his birthright, a gift frooh, @obraher Jacob because of temporary hunger

He then married Canaanites, women outside of his faith, an action that had been prohibited by God through his
grandfather Abraham, making life miserable for his parents (Genesis 26:34). He ultimatiélj\ldst ¥ I § KS N &
to the fact that he had so alienated his mother, his brother, and his Glaxt he set out to kill his brother Jacolh.was
then that he attempted to avoid the consequences and discipline of and for his actions; he went aiediraavoman

(@]
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of the same God, a daughter of Ishmael. The problem was that he was still in union with those who were opposed to
God.

We seldom escape the earthly consequences of our actions nor do we ever truly change as long as well are still holdin
onto the options of this earth.

¢C2RI 2Qa wS ¢ Bdngsls 260888:2RA y 3 Y

Thursday, October 82009 Facing the Music

My junior and senior year in college | lived with my grandmother out in the country. Most of my classes took place in
the morningand then | would head back to her iige for the afternoon prior to my evening activitiekach afternoon,

just as | would arrive home, my grandmother would be sitting down to watch her two sbhe<Guiding Ligrgnd As

the World Turns Inthe beginning ¢2dz2f R aAd R2gy FyR (GlFf1 6A0GK KSNI RdzNJ
when a crucial or, imagine this, dramatic part would be about to take place. It was not long until I, much to her relief,
dispensed of the small talk and just sat down to etathe two hours of love, hate, backstabbing, heartbreak, and other
drama. It was not long until | was hooked. During the summers Whenild be working away fromtalevision | would
periodically contact either my mother or my grandmother and caswaalkythem what was going on with the soaps; by
switching who | contacted they were none the wiser as to my genuine interest and instead took it as a sarcastic jab at
GKSANI FRRAQUAZ2Y Xdl G fSFad GKAA A& ¢ Krhoie difficulii 2 dhése t¥ veiis f T «
GKS R2N¥a IyR L fa2 RSOARSR GKIG L ¢2dzZ R 32 ¢ AlGK2dz
lounge area if | were to waro watch either of theshows. | chose to abstainl remember oneitne walking down the

hall to my room and overhearing a television set tuned k@ Guiding Light almost turned back and entered the room

but decided to resist. My big mistake, however, was in the summer after my first year in seminary when | fupt met

with a team | was to be living and working with the entire summer. We played a get acquainted game that involved
telling an embarrassing fact about myself, | chose to disclose my soap opera problem, bad choice. To this day, even n
as | have not seeaither of these shows in a couple of decadiss disclosure has come to haunt me. | recently

received a taunting email from one of the male staffers on my team that summer asking if I was going to survive now
that The Guiding Lightad beencancelled.l had to think what he was talking about but soon realized that he was once
again making fun of me about something | had hoped had been put to rest following that summer of 1984!

Sometimes our offenses never go away. Sometimes we are faced with thgraftenwe have thought they have been
put to rest. Sometimes we just have to face up to our hidden shame.

Jacob faced this with Esau. He had run and hid but the time came when he had no choice but to return home and face
the music. Ittook a great deaf dependence upon God; it took a great deal of faith. It was something that Jacob was
convinced he could not dbut in the end he was surprised by what he could Hie waseven more surprised by dhat

God had been doing the whole time.

¢ 2 R &TAidk Rea8ingGenesis 283

78




Friday, October 92009 A Sticky Mess

| recently spent an evening helping my two young#sidren Lily and Isaiah, prepare campaign posters foirthe

upcoming studentouncil election Lily is running for president and Isaiah is running for Vice President, we are
attempting what can only be called a Political Dynasty in fourth and fifth grade politics. |, being the campaign manager
KStLISR gAGK GKS af 23lyyRa¥a5aaRBIS] [L, Hi SAZ G & | T2 B[S FRNJIIL &
Sarah had given us a call a year ago the white house may have different occupants right now. Anyway, in making the
posters we used the ever faithful spray glue. We picked outapiate background paper from Hobby Lobby, we
LINAYGSR 2FF GKS g2NRa FyR F002YLIl yeAy3d LAOGANNBaxE FyR
headed to high office, they know how to delegate. | have spoken of spray glue befoomedtasthe wonders of the

known world. The only problem with spray glue is that if you use it too much at one time the spray cap tends to becom
fairly gummed up and then the person spraying tendbecome extremelgummed up. By the end of eight amazing
campaign posters | could hardly pull my fingers off the spray button or even let go of the can. Somehow my arms were
sticky, my glasses were covereahd soon Andrea had forbid me from touching anything in the Bou@nce you start
messing with it, it starts getting you messy, and then once you are messy you begin picking up everything else that is
messy.

CKIFIG Aa GKS LINRofSY (GKFG WHO020Qa FlrYAfe 320 Aakégods ¢ K
and religions and pretty soon they were a mess. Finally God had to lead them to purge themselves of all the messy
things they had allowed to gum up their life. The things they had not really noticed one by one.

¢C2RI2Qa wS¢ Bang§34-36S | RAY IY

Elementary Lesson Plan

Theme: Selfishness places great barriers in our relationship with God and others
Focus Passage: Genesis 2883
Primary Verses: Genesis 33:4

Resources Needed: Bibles
Small Plastic Balls (in cabinet)
Masking tape
Pennies
Resource 5A
Journals
Pens or pencils
Teaching Plan:
1. Opening Activity (8ninutes): . SAAY 08 LI/ SAYINBIKES mHSSF b20iSY L
students that this activity will require a lot of movement and excitement but thatasgential that
everyone do it without loud noise as it can disturb the next room. Split students into two groups, tell
SIFOK 3INRdzZL) GKI{i -ODKEESNRB a8t EEO| BKAASAE (2 0S
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